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PETITION FOR WRIT OF ERROR. 
To the Honorable Chief Justice and J'U,stices of the Supreme 
Court of Appeals of Vi·rginia: 
Your petitioner, Vera Maxwell, hereinafter called the de-
fendant, represents unto the Court that she is aggrieved by 
a final judgment of the Corporation Court of the City of Nor-
folk, Number Two, entered on the 28th day of September, 
1934, in the case of the Common,vealth v. Vera ~iaxwelL 
That on the 20th day of September, 1934, she was con-
victed by a jury on the second count of the indictment, and 
her punishment fixed at five ( 5) years in the penitentiary 
with a recommendation that said sentence be suspended. 
There was a motion made to set aside the verdict of the jury, 
which motion was overruled ; also a motion to suspend th~ 
execution of the judgment as recommended by the jury, but 
the same was overruled. . 
Accompanying this petition is a transcript of the record 
and a certificate of facts under Section 6203 of the Code of 
Virginia, and from them will appear the following facts: 
Your petitioner was indicted for robbery on two counts 
in the indictment. The .first count charged that she feloniously 
did make an assault, and by threat and the presenting of fire-
arms, to-wit: a pistol, her, the said Virginia D. Cole in bodily 
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fear feloniously did put and $72.00, United States currency 
of the value of $72.00, of the goods, chattels and money of the 
· vVestern Union Teleg-raph Company, Incorporated, a Cor-
poration, from the person and against the will of Virginia D. 
Cole • • •. 
The second count in said indictment charged ''that on 
and upon one Virginia D. Cole, then and there being feloni-
ously did make an assault and her the said Virginia D. Cole 
in bodily fear did put, and $72.00 ·united States Currency. 
of the value of $72.00 of the goods and chattels of the said 
Western Union Telegraph Company, Incorporated, and from 
the person and against the will of the sOlid Virginia D. Cole, 
then and there feloniously and violently did steal, take and 
carry away • • • . '' 
Your petitioner was found guilty on the second count of 
the indictment and her punishment fix-ed at five ( 5) years 
in the penitentiary with the recontmendation that sentence 
on the: verdict be suspended. 
It is respectfully submitted that the verdict of the jury 
finding the defendant guilty on the second count, was an ac-
quittal on the first count of the indictment. It is further 
submitted that there was no evidence in the case which would 
have supported the conviction of the taking of the money 
.from the person of Mrs. Virginia D. Cole. ~frs. Cole (R., p. 
15), testified, "I backed away from the· counter, and she 
walked back from behind the counter, opened the cash drawer 
next to the cash machine 'vhich was empty. She opened my 
cash tlrawer o·n the left which contained the money. She took 
the money and walked out of the office down the side street. 
I saw her pass the window.'' There is not a scintilla of evi-
dence that she took any 'money from the 11erson of Mrs. Vir-
ginia D. Cole. 
There is no principle better recognized in law than that 
the·allegata and probata must agree. In this case there is a 
material variance, and it was alleged but not proved that it 
was taken from the person, which was not done. If the prop-
erty was not taken from the person of Virginia D. Cole, then 
the indictment should have charged the money was ''in the 
possession, custody and control of Virginia D. Cole". The 
indictment contained no such charge. ''Criminal Trials in 
Virginia and West Virginia,'' Lee, page 530. 
The defendant relied on the defense that she was so much 
under the influence of intoxicating liquors that she could 
not form the specific intent to commit larceny. Hall's case, 
78 Va. 679, which defense she sustained by evidence and was 
not contradicted or impeached by the Commonwealth. As 
a matter of fact, it is respectfully submitted that her defence 
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was supported by the Commonwealth's witnesses, and -no 
effort was made to contradict or impeach the witnesses in-
troduced by the defendant. Special reference is made to the 
uncontradicted testimony of Dr. George T. Myers, a physician 
of high standing in the City of Norfolk. See Record, page 84, 
et seq. 
STATEMENT OF THE FACTS. 
I 
It was e~tablished by the evidence in this case, that 
your petitioner was a young white woman, aged twenty-four 
years, of prior excellent reputation and character, and that 
she had lived for four years preceding the commission of the 
alleged offense with her parents and that she assisted them 
in the operation of a very large, respectable boarding house 
in the residential section of the City of Norfolk, Virginia, at 
216 W. Freemason Street, and, 
Your petitioner set up as her def.ense in this case the fact 
that she was so much under the influence of intoxicants at 
the time of the alleged offense that she didn't know what she 
was doing and had no idea of the difference between right 
and wrong at the time, and so much under the influence of 
intoxicating liquors that she was unable to form a criminal 
intent to commit the crime. 
No motive of any kind was established for the commission 
of the offense, other than the fact that the defendant was 
under the influence of intoxicants, as at the time of the com-
mission of the offense she had a comfortable home with her 
parents,· she had $380.55 of her own money on savings account 
in the Norfolk National Bank of Commerce (R., P• 80), and 
every act of Vera Maxwell on the day of the commission 
of the offense was the apparent act of a mentally deranged 
person or of a p·erson under influence of liquor or drugs. 
At eleven o'clock in the morning of the day on which the 
offense was committed, which was about two hours before 
the commission of the offense, Vera Maxwell, in the presence 
of the negro maid at the house, named Mary IIarrell, accord-
ing to the maid's testimony ( R., pp. 4 and 49), drank a water 
glass full of bootleg liquor, and then she began to mumble 
to herself and she had a peculiar look in her eyes and began 
to act in a very strange manner, and she took up an ice pick, 
which the negro said she took away from her. Later, about 
twelve o'clock in the same day she drank more liquor, and 
at one o'clock in the afternoon she drove her father's car 
with Norfolk license plates on it, registered in the Maxwell 
name, to the Western Union office on Main Street in the down 
town section of the City of Norfolk, and with an empty pistol, 
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covered with a handkerchief, walk-ed up to the desk and gently 
lifted the handkerchief from the top of the empty pistol show-
ing the muzzle of the pistol to the lady at the· counter, Mrs. 
Virginia Cole, and Vera Maxwell never raised the pistol above 
the level of the desk and never pointed it at anybody, but 
stood there silently facing Mrs. Cole, who stated that ".Vera 
Maxwell had a wild look in her eyes and that she appeared 
to be under the influence of narcotics''. Mrs. Cole said she 
became afraid at the sight of the muzzle of the pistol, the 
rest of the pistol being cov~red hy a handkerchief, and that 
she drew back and the girl walked around to the ba0k of 
the counter and opened the money drawers and t flok out 
$72.00 in cash, and then quickly walked out of the Western 
Union office down the side street and got into her ca.r and 
drove off. 
Vera Maxwell was arrested about fifteen minutes later in 
the home by the officers who said that she was sitting with 
her mother in the bedroom, both of them crying, and the 
pocketbook in which Vera }vlaxwell bad placed the $72.00 lay 
unopened. on the bed. Police Detective, Officer Williams, 
upon his examination, said in response to questioning, as to 
whether Miss Maxwell was drunk or sober, ''She had been 
drinking. I could smell whiskey on her breath'~ ( R., p. 36). 
''When she got upstairs she commenced to g-et hysterical. 
When we carried her out to the jail in the line up she got 
right bad." 
Mrs. Katy Griffin, the matron of the Norfolk City Jail 
stated (R., p. 43), "I called over at headquarters to receive 
her (meaning Vera Maxwell)', she was carried back to jail 
with help. She was very wild and said she w-ould kill her-
self. I went to the room that you put crazy people in aud 
had to lock her up". 
Vera Maxwell, petitioner, testified that she was twenty-
four years of age and had never been in any kind of trouble 
before, and that she took a small drink of 'vhiskey at 6:15 
o'clock in the morning, when she got up to help her parents 
prepare breakfast, and that later, about eleven o'clock in 
the morning, she found some 'vhiskey upstairs in the back 
hall over the kitchen (R., p. 53) and that it didn't look like 
whiskey you buy. "I smelled it and it smelled like whiskey, 
and I got a glass and poured almost all of it in it and went 
downstairs and drank it, and then I went back and turned 
the bottle up and finished it". Then she said, "It did not 
affect me like whiskey usually affects me. It made me feel 
numb or like I was in a trance or something''. She then 
stated that after drinking the whiskey (R., p. 46), "I forgot 
all about the washing and work that I had to do. I forgot 
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all about it that day. I just got in the automobile. I don't 
know where I was going, where I was headed for or any-: 
thing of the kind. I was just in a dazed condition. I didn't 
realize anything. I didn't know right from wrong. I have 
no conception of anything. Going on just dumb, I suppose. 
Dr. George T. Myers, a practicing physician in the City 
of Norfolk, Virginia, testified that he had been jail physician . 
to Federal prisoners that are sent to Norfolk City Jail, and 
that for twenty-five years continuously he has been sitting 
on commissions testing the insanity of people (R., p. 79). 
He stated that he had heard the testimony of the colored 
maid, Mary Harrell, and of Mrs. Griffin and Vera Maxwell, 
and that he had examined the girl on two occasions and had a 
history of the case and gave it as his opinion, based on his 
medical knowledg·e and experience in insanity cases that at 
the time of the commission of the offense the girl, Vera ]\{ax-
well, was a victim of alcoholic trance or automatism (R., p. 
73). He further stated (R., p. 74), "I 'vent into her condi~ 
tion carefully, and I would say at the time she did not know 
the difference between right and wrong". On cross exami-
nation Dr. l\tlyers 'vas asked by the Commonwealth's Attor-
ney, ''Don't you believe a person can fake an alcoholic 
trance¥" (R., p. 87), and he ans,vered, ''I don't believe after 
you make a painstaking investigation of that particular case, 
I mean in any particular case, after you have investigated 
and viewed whoever it may be, and collate all symptoms 
demonstrated, then you make your own deductions, I don't 
believe they can fake you. This girl 'vas questioned by me 
on August 28, and she did the same thing here on the stand 
that she did in jail. Here on the stand today in all the ques-
tions propounded to her she tells the same story I ha.ve writ-
ten in my pocket. I don't believe the girl was accountable 
from a medical standpoint when she committed the act she 
is accused of. I don't believe in a normal state she would 
have done it. I don't believe she 'vas conscious. 
Q. You have never known people 'vho have taken alcohol 
in order to bring them up to a state where they could d~ 
things? · 
A. You asked her about the automobile. You asked if she 
·didn't remember about it and she said she did not. That is 
perfectly normal in an alcoholic trance. Perfectly. She could 
perform, if in an ordinary occupation or w·ork, perfectly 
like a machine and would not be cognizant of what she was 
doing at the time. Her mind 'vas not conscious at that time. 
From my own observation and my own humble qpinion, this 
girl did not know what she was doing. She was suffering 
from an aberration of the mind. 
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Q. But that is your opinion and not a genuine rule. You 
believe a person can fake insanity, but could not fake an 
alcoholic trance f 
A. I believe they could fake both. 
Q. Then take into consideration human nature. That girl 
is 24 years of age. Don't you believe that a person of her 
age could fake both? 
A. Not at all times. 
Q. You have been misled by them yonrselff 
A. Only until they had been given close observation. I have 
never testified about one in this court. 
Q. But you have been in doubt many times. 
A. I would not give an answer in any case if I was not 
thoroughly convinced in my own opinion, but in this case I 
am going to answer in tl1e affirmative because I know. 
Q. Then your belief is that you know 1 · 
A. I am perfectly positive in this case. I have good grounds 
to stand on, that my opinion is sound. 
Q. You would not say that another doctor was not sincere? 
A. I would not doubt his word. 
The Court:· 
Q. Do I understand you to say that it is your opinion that 
one could go to the garage, take the car out of the garage, 
and drive down Boush Street through the congested s·ection 
of Norfolk, park it, go to the ABC store and buy a bottle of 
whiskey, pay for it, and that the same person could come 
back, get in the car and drive home 'vithout knowing what 
he or she was doing f 
A. That is my opinion. 
ASSIGNMENT OF ERRORS. 
1st. It is respectfully submitted that the trial Judge e·rred 
in refusing to set aside the verdict of the jury as the evi-
dence established without contradiction that your Petitioner 
was so much under the influence of intoxicating liquors and 
in such a mental condition that she was not capable of form-
ing the specific intent to commit robbery and at the time of 
the commission of the offence that she was incapable of form-
ing such. intent. See the uncontradicted evidence of Dr. 
George T. Myers (R., p. 74, &c.). 
2nd. That the evidence did not sustain the charge in the 
second count of the indictment that the money was taken 
from the person of Mrs. Virginia D. Cole, but was taken from 
a cash box not under her control. . 
3rd. That the verdict of the jury and the judgment of the 
Court were contrary to the law and the evidence and with-
out evidence to support said _verdict and judgment. 
Vera Maxwell v. Commonwealth of Virginia.. 7 
Your Petitioner respectfully represents that the verdict 
of the jury was not supported by the evidence to contradict 
Dr. Myers and other evidence as to her mental condition; 
and to form the specific intent to commit robbery. 
This court has repeatedly held that the jury may not, with-
out any justification ignore material evidence, which is un-
contradicted and is not inconsistent with any other evidence 
in the case. 
What was expressed in the opinion of Mr. Justice Epes in 
the case of Sprately v. Commonwealth, 154 Va. 854, is directly 
applicable to the instant case: 
"While the jury is the judge of both the weight of the 
testimony and the credibility of witnesses, it may not arbi-
trarily or without any justification therefor give no weight 
to material evidence, which is uncontradicted and is not in-
consistent with any other evidence in the case, or refuse to 
credit the uncontradicted testimony of a witness, even though 
he be the accused, whose credibility has not. been impeached, 
and whose testimony· is not either in and of itself, or when 
viewed in the light of all the other evidence in the cas·e, un-
reasonable or improbable, and is not inconsistent with a.ny fact 
or circumstance to which there is testimony or of which there 
is ·evidence. There must be something to justify the jury 
that he is the accused, or one of them.,., 
The above case was cited and approved by this Court-
in the more recent case of Hatvkins v. Commonwealth, 160 
:Va. 935. 
CASES ON INTOXICATION .AS DEFENSE WHEN 
SPECIFIC' INTENT INVOLVED. , 
Clark's Criminal Law, 3rd Ed., page 76, "Where a specific 
intent is essential to constitute the crime, the fact of intoxi-
cation may negative its existence.'' 
Hall's Case, 178 Va. 678; 
Clark v. Commonwealth, 135· Va. 490. 
May's Criminal Law, §47b (page 52) 
PETITION ADOPTED AS BRIEF. 
The foregoing ·petition is hereby adopted as Petitioner's 
opening brief in this case. · 
CONCLUSION. 
The verdict should be set aside as the evidence established 
without contradiction that defendant was under the influence 
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of intoxicating liquors which prevented her from forming the 
necessary intent to commit larceny from the person as charged 
in the indictment ; and also on the further grounds tha.t the 
evidence is. uncontradicted that she did not take any property 
from the person of Mrs. Virginia Cole as alleged in said in-
dictment. 
Your Petitioner, therefore, pray that the prosecution be 
reversed and dismissed and that she be discharged from 
further custody and that a 'vrit of error and supersedeas he 
awarded your Petitioner from the judgment aforesaid. 
Pursuant to rule 11A of the Rules of the Supreme Court 
of Appeals of Virginia, as amended November 6th, 1929, Pe-
titioner prays to be allo,ved permission to appear and state 
orally in support of this petition her reasons for her appli-
cation for a writ of ·error and sttpersedeas in this case. 
· The petitioner avers that a copy of the petition was de-
livered to Hon. J. M. Arnold, Commonwealth's Attorney for 
the City of Norfolk, Virginia, on the 6th day of December, 
1934. 
Respectfully submitted, 
H. B. G. GALT, 
JOHN C. DAVIS, 
DANIEL COLEMAN, 
VERA MAXWELL, 
By DANIEL COLEMAN, 
Her Counsel. 
Counsel for Plaintiff in error, 
Norfolk, ;\l"a. 
CERTIFICATE OF COUNS'EL. 
We, N athl. T. Green and Daniel Coleman, counsel prac-
.ticing in the Supreme Court of Appeals of ·virginia, do here-
by certify that in our opinion the judgment complained of 
in the foregoing petition is erroneous and should be reviewed, 
annulled and reversed. 
Given under our hands this 6th d·ay of December, 1934. 
NATIIL. T. GREEN, 
DANIEL COLEMAN. 
February 6, 19·35. Writ of error and supersedeas awarded; 
said supersedeas, ho,vever, is not to operate to discharge 
the prisoner from custody, if in custody, or to release her 
bond, if out on bail. 
GEORGE L. BROWNING. 
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RECORD 
VIRGINIA: 
Pleas before the Corporation Court of the City of Nor-
folk, Number Two, on the 2~th day of September, 1934. 
BE IT REMEMBERED, That heretofore, to-wit: On the 
4th day of September, 1934, came E. J. Robertson, who was 
selected by the Court as Foreman, T. S. Fitzgibbon, F. R. 
Ford, A. C. Humphreys and I-I. C. :rviitchell, who 'vere sworn 
a Special Grand Jury of Inquest in and for the body of the 
City of Norfolk, and having received their charge, retired 
to their Chamber, and after some time, returned into Court, 
and among other things, presented an indictment against Vera 
Maxwell, for Robbery, a True Bill, in the following words and 
figures: · 
Commonwealth of Virginia, 
City of Norfolk, to-wit: 
In the Corporation Court of the City of N<?rfolk, Number 
Two: 
The Grand Jurors of the Commonwealth of Virginia, in and 
for the body of the City of Norfolk, and now attending the 
said Court, at its September terin, 1934, upon their oaths, 
present that Vera ~faxwell, to-wit: on the 27th day of August, 
in the year 1934, in the said City of Norfolk, on and upon 
one Virginia D. Cole, then and there being, feloniously did 
make an assault, and by the threat and presenting of :fire-
arms, to-wit: a pistol, her, the said Virginia D. Cole, in bodily 
fear feloniously did put, and .Seventy-two Dollars of United 
States Currei1cy of the value of Seventy-two Dol-
page 2 } lars, of the goods, chattels and moneys of the W.est-
ern Union Telegraph Company, Incorporated, a cor-
poration, from the person and against the will of the said 
Virginia D. Cole, then and there feloniously a.nd violently 
did steal, take and carry a'vay, against the peace and dig-
nity of the Commonwealth of ~Virginia. 
SECOND COUNT. 
And the Grand Jurors aforesaid, upon their oaths afore-
said, do further present, that the said Vera Maxwell, on the 
27th day of August, in the year 1934, in the sa.id City of 
Norfolk, on and upon one, Virginia D. Cole, then and there 
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being, feloniously did make an assault, and her, the said 
Virginia D. Cole, in bodily fear feloniously did put, and 
Seventy-two Dollars of Unit-ed States Currency of the value 
of Seventy-two Dollars, of the goods, chattels and moneys 
of the said Western Union Telegraph Company, Incorporated, 
from the person and against the will of the said Virginia D. 
Cole, then and there feloniously and violently did steal, take 
and carry away, against the peace and dignity of the Com-
monwealth of Virginia. 
JNO. M. ARNOLD, 
Attorney for the Commonwealth. 
RETURN ON INDICTMENT. 
Commonwealth of Virginia 
v. 
Vera Maxwell. 
FELONY. INDICTMENT FOR ROBBERY. 
A True Bill. 
E. J. ROBERTSON, Foreman. 
page 3 ~ Witness: Offs. A. 1\ti. Allen, W. J. Williruns, Mrs. 
V. D. Cole, Miss J. L. Jon-es, vV. E. Siverton. 
And afterwards : In the said Court, on the 20th day of 
September, 1934. 
!Vera Maxwell, who stands indicted for Robbery, was this 
day led to the bar in the custody of the Jailor of this Court, 
and upon being arraigned, plead not guilty to the said in-
dictment, a.nd thereupon came twenty lawful men, free from 
exceptions, having been obtained from the Venire Facias duly 
directed and issued in accordance with the statute in such 
cases made and provided, and summoned by the Sergeant 
of the City of Norfolk, from which panel the Commonwealth 
and the defendant each alternately struck four, leaving the 
following jury, to-wit: R. D. Ferguson, G. E. Ferebee, T. 
Hume, J. T. Nichols, A. W. Olmstead, J. R. Stanley, W. P. 
White, T. G. Miles, Z. V. Berry, E. V. Griffin, H. P. Stewart 
and F. W. Nunnelee, who \Vere sworn the truth of and upon 
the premises to speak, and having heard a part of the evi-
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dence at one o'clock P. M., were adjourned for lunch until 
two o'clock P. M., in the custody of H. L. Gordon, Deputy 
City Sergeant, who was sworn to keep the said jury together, 
and not permit them to discuss the said case with anyone, but · · 
themselves, nor permit anyone, but themselves, to discuss the 
said case with them, and at two o'clock P. M., pursuant to 
adjournment, again came the jury, to-wit: R. D. 
page 4} Ferguson, G. E. Ferebee, T. Hume, J. T. Nichols, 
A. W. Olmstead,_J. R. Stanley, 1N. P. White, T. G. 
Miles, Z. V. Berry, E. V. Griffin, H. P. Stewart and F. vV. 
Nunnelee, who were heretofore sworn the truth of and upon 
the premises to speak, and having fully heard the evidence 
and argument of counsel, returned a verdict in the following 
words: ''We, the jury, find the defendant, Vera Maxwell, 
guilty as charged in the second count of the indictment, and 
fix her punishment" at five years' confinement in the peniten-
tiary, with the recommendation that the Court suspend the 
sentence." Thereupon, the said def.endant, by counsel, moved 
the Court to set aside the verdict of the jury, and grant her 
a new trial, on the grounds that the said verdict is contrary 
to the law and the evidence, which motion, having been fully 
heard by the. Court, is overruled. Whereupon, it being de-
manded of her, if anything for herself she had or knew to say 
'vhy the Court here should not no'v proceed to pronounce 
judgment against her according to law, and nothing being 
offered or alleged in delay of judgment, if is, therefore, con-
sidered by the Court that the said Vera Maxwell be confined 
in the Penitentiary of this Commonwealth for the term of 
five years, subject to a credit of 25 days spent in jail await-
ing trial. Thereupon, the said defendant, by counsel, moved 
the Court to suspend the aforesaid sentence of five years in 
the Penitentiary, the further hearing of which motion is C9n-
tinued until the 28th day of September, 1934. 
And the prisoner was remanded to jail. 
page 5 ~ And later: In the said Court on the 28th day of 
September, 1934. 
Vera Maxwell, who stands convicted of Robbery, was this 
day again led to the bar in the custody of the Jailor of this 
Court, and the motion to suspend the sentence heretofore im-
posed upon her on the 2oth day of September, 1934, having 
been fully heard by the Court, is overruled, to which action 
of the Court in overruling said motion, the defendant, by 
counsel,· duly excepted. Thereupon, the said defendant, by 
counsel, moved the Court to allow her to renew the motion 
for a new trial, which motion for a new trial was hereto-
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fore overruled on the 20th day of S'eptember, 1934, and the 
Court thereupon granted the motion to renew the motion for 
a new trial, ove·r the objection of the Attorney for the Com-
monwealth, which motion, having been fully heard by the 
Court, is overruled, to 'vhich action of the Court in over-
ruling said motion, the defendant, by counsel, duly excepted. 
Thereupon, the said defendant, by counsel, moved the Court 
for time in which to apply for a writ of error to the judg-· 
ment in this case, which n1otion, having been fully heard by 
the Court, is sustained, and the execution of the aforesaid 
judgment is hereby ordered postponed until the 27th da:y 
of Nov·ember, 1934 . 
.And the prisoner was remanded to jail. 
page 6 ~ And now: In the said Court on the -28th day of 
November, 1934. 
On the motion of the defendant, who has presented her cer-
tificate of exceptions 'vithin sixty days from the entering 
of the final order, the same having been signed by the Judge 
of this Court within said period, the said certificate of ex-
c-eptions is hereby made a part of the record in this case. 
The following is the certificate of exceptions referred to in 
the foregoing order: 
page 7 ~ Virginia: 
In Corporation Court of the City of Norfolk, Number Two. 
E·VIDENCE. 
Commonwealth of Virginia 
v. 
Vera Maxwell. 
The following evidence on behalf of the Commonwealth 
and of the defendant respectively, as hereinafter denoted, 
is all of the evidence that was introduced on the trial of 
this cause: 
page 8 } Virginia : -
In the Corporation Court of the City of Norfolk, Number 
Two. · 
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RECORD. 
Commonwealth of Virginia 
v. 
Vera Maxwell. 
Stenographic report of testimony and other incidents of the 
trial of Commonwealth of Virginia v. Vera Maxwell, tried 
before the Hon. James U. Goode, and jury in Corporation 
Court of the City of Norfolk, Virginia, Number T'vo, on Sep-
tember 20, 1934. 
Present: Mr. John M. Arnold, Commonwealth's Attorney; 
Mr. John C. Davis and ~Ir. H. B. G. Galt for the defendant. 
Pauline Allen Davis, 
Stenotype Reporter, 
114 East 15th St., 
Norfolk, Virginia. 
Telephone 244 79. 
page 10} INDICT~IENT. 
Commonwealth of :Virginia, 
City of Norfolk, To-wit: 
In the Corporation Court of the City of Norfolk, Number 
Two. 
The Grand Jurors of the Commonwealth of Virginia, in 
and for the body of the City of Norfolk, and now attending 
the said court, at its September term, 1934, upon their oaths, 
present that Vera Maxwell, to-wit, on the 27th day of August 
in the year 1934, in the said City of Norfolk, on and upon one, 
Virginia D. Cole, then and there being, feloniously did make 
an assault, and by the threat and presenting of fire-arms, to-
wit, a pistol, her, the said Virginia D. Gole, in bodily fear 
feloniously did put, and Seventy-two Dollars of United States 
Currency of the value of Seventy-two Dollars, of the goods, 
chattels and moneys of the Western Union Telegraph Com-
pany, Incorporated, a corporation, from the person and 
against the will of the said Virginia D. Cole, then and there 
feloniously and violently did steal, take and carry away, 
against the peace and dignity Qf the Commonwealth. 
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SECOND COUNT. 
And the Grand Jurors aforesaid, upon their oaths afore-
said, do further present, that the said Vera Maxwell, on the 
27th da.y of August in the year 1934, in the said City of Nor-
folk, on and upon one, Virginia. D. Cole, then and there being 
feloniously did make an assault, and her, the said Virginia 
D. Cole, in bodily fear feloniously did put, and Seventy-two 
Dollars of United States Currency of the value of Seventy-
two Dollars, of the goods, chattels and moneys of the said 
Western Union Telegraph Company, Incorporated, from the 
person and against the will of the said Virginia D. Cole, 
then and there feloniously and violently did steal, take and 
.carry away, against the peace and dignity of the Common-
wealth of VIrginia. 
(Signed) JNO. M. ARNOLD, 
Attorney for the Commonwealth. 
(on reverse side) 
FELONY. 
Commonwealth of Virginia 
v. 
Vera Maxwell. 
Indictment for Robbery. 
A true bill. 
(S) E. J. WHARSTON, Foreman. 
page 11 } Witness: Officer A.M. Allen, Officer W. J. Wil-
liams, Mrs. V. D. Cole, Miss J .. L. Jones, W. E .. 
Siverton. 
page 12 ~ Virginia: 
In the Corporation Court of the City of Norfolk, Number 
Two, on the 20th day of September, 1934. 
Vera Maxwell, who stands indicted for Robbery, this day 
appeared in Court pursuant to the terms of her recognizance, 
and having been arraigned, plead not guilty to the said in-
dictment,. and thereupon came twenty lawful men, free from 
exception, having been obtained from the Venire Facias duly 
----0-
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directed and issued in accordance with the statute in such 
cases, made and provided, and summoned by the .Sergeant of 
the City of Norfolk, from which panel the Commonwealth 
and the defendant each alternately struck four, leaving the 
following jury, to-wit: R. D. Ferguson, G. E. Ferebee, T. 
Hume, J. T. Nichols, A. W. Olmstead, J. R. Stanley, W. P. 
White, T. G. Miles, Z. V. Berry, E. V. Griffin, H. P. Stewart 
and F. W. N umelee, who were sworn the truth of and upon 
the premises to speak, and having heard a part of the evi-
dence of one o'clock P. M., were adjourned until two o'clock 
P. M. for lunch, in the custody of H. L. Gordon, Deputy City 
Sergeant, who was sworn to keep the said jury together and 
not permit them to discuss the said case with anyone, but 
themselves, nor permit anyone, but themselves, to discuss the 
case with them, and again at two o'clock P. M. pursuant to 
adjournment, again came the jury, to-wit: R. D. Ferguson, 
G. E. Ferebee, H. Hume, J. T. Nichols, A. W. Olmstead, J. R. 
Stanley, W. P. White, T. G. Miles, Z. V. Berry, 
page 13 ~ E .. v. Griffin, H. P. Stewart and F. W. Num.elee, 
who were heretofore sworn the truth of and upon 
the premises to speak, and having fully heard the evidence 
and argument of counsel, returned a verdict in the following 
words: ''We, the jury; find the defendant, v:era :.1\iaxwell, 
guilty as charged in the second count of the indictment and 
fix her punishment at five years' confinement in the peniten-
tiary with the recommendation that the Court suspend the 
sentence.'' Thereupon, the jurors were each polled as to 
their verdict, and replied that it was their verdict. There-
upon, the said defendant, by counsel, moved the Court to set 
aside the verdict of the jury, and grant her a new trial, on 
the grounds that the said verdict is contrary to the law and 
the evidence, the further hearing of which motion, is con-
tinued until the 28th day of September, 1934. 
page 14 ~ The following evidence on behalf of the Common-
wealth and of the defendant respectively, as here-
inafter denoted, is all of the evidence that was introduced on 
the trial of this cause: 
MRS. VIRGINIA D. COLE, 
sworn on behalf of _the Commonwealth, testified as follows : 
Examined by Mr. Arnold: 
Q. Will you please state your na~e to the jury? 
' A. Mrs. Virginia D. Cole. 
Q. Where are yo~ employed? 
A. Western Union Telegraph Company. 
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Q. In the City of Norfolk? 
A. Norfolk, Virginia. 
Q. Were you on duty on the 27th day of last August 7 
A. Yes, I was. 
Q. And what were your particular duties there, Mrs. Cole 7 
A. My official title is credit manager. I handle our gen-
eral public. 
Q. 'Vho was on duty in the office that day with you Y 
A. ~Iiss Jones and two delivery clerks, Mr. Walton and 
Mr. Silvertson. 
Q. Mrs. Cole, will you look at the lady sitting here by that 
desk and tell the jury wh-ether or not she was in the- Western 
Union office on the 27th day of last August? 
A. Yes, sir. She came in between ten and five minutes of 
one. 
Q. Who, if anyone, there 'vaited on her that day at the time 
you referred to 1 
A. At the time she came in I was quite busy with someone 
else. Miss Jones went to wait on her ·and she men-
page 15 ~ tioned the fact that she wanted me to wait on her. 
I was busy with someone else at that time, a.nd 
she said she 'vould wait for me. After I finished with the 
customer I went to wait on her and I noticed a white hand-
kerchief in her hand. She had something concealed under 
the handkerchief which proved to be a gun, _and, of course, 
'being quite frightened with no protection w·ha.tsoever, I backed 
a'vay from the front counter, and she 'valked back behind 
the counter, opened the cash drawer next to the cash ma-
chine which was empty and contained no money. She opened 
my cash drawer on the left which contained the money. She 
took the money and walked out of the office down the side 
street. I saw her pass the 'vindow. 
Q. You said something about her having a handkerchief. 
What was that, Mrs. Cole, about the handkerchief? 
A. A gun concealed under the handkerchief. 
Q. What did she do with the handkerchief or gun? 
A. What did she do with it 1 She pulled the handkerchief 
from the gun, and where it went after that I don't know. She 
pulled it gently from the gun. 
Q. At that time what did she do with the gun 7 
A. She held the gun in her hand. She didn't move it from 
her hand. .I presume 'vhen she walked out of the office she 
had the gun with her. 
Q. Did she have anything to say to you? 
A. The only thing she said, I told her I would 
page 16 ~ be with her in a minute, and she said she would 
wait. That is the only thing she said. 
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Q. When she came back behind the counter who was there 7 
A. I and Miss Jones and two delivery clerks. They were 
in the back of the office with their backs turned. 
Q. Did you say anything to anyone at that time 1 
A. No. I merely mentioned to ~iiss Jones, '' Y e gods, looks 
like that girl is going to shoot me". 
Q. Why did you make that statement, ''That girl is going 
to shoot me" Y 
A. Naturally seeing firearms I was in a panicky state. I 
had that in my mind. · . 
Q. You don't lrnow whether she was going to shoot you or 
notY 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Was anything done by you or her that would indicate 
whether she was going to shoot you or not Y 
A. I said nothing to her and she said nothing to me. 
Q. In what direction was she pointing the gun Y 
A. 8he held the g11n in one position in her hand. 
Q. In what direction was that? 
A. In about that angle (indicating). She didn't point the 
gun at me, and didn't mention anything to me at all. 
Q. You said she took the money from the cash drawer Y 
What money did she take? 
page 17 ~ A. Took $72.00. 
Q. vYhat did she do with the money? 
A. Put it in her purse. 
Q. Did she have anything to say when she took the money? 
A. Not a word. 
Q. Whose money was that? 
A. The Western Union Telegraph Company's money. 
Q. Did she carry the money away from the office Y 
A. She took it away from our offi:ce. 
Q. Mrs. Cole, would you recognize the pocketbook if you 
saw it again? 
A. I think so. 
Note: Thereupon a pocketbook was taken from a paper 
bag by M~r. Arnold and shown to Mrs. Cole. She identified 
it as the bag ~!iss ~Iaxwell had with her on the day she en-
tered the Western Union Office. 
Mr. Arnold: 
Q. Is that the purse Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
The Court: 
Q. Mrs. Cole, was it by reason of the presence of the pistol 
that she was able to get the money? 
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A~ Absolutely. I had no protection whatsoever. 
Q. Were you put in fear by the presence of the pistol! 
A.. Absolutely. 
page 18 r CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Davis: 
Q. Mrs. Cole, how long have you been employed at the West-
ern Union office? 
A.. Eight and a half yoears. 
Q. You during that time had a great deal of experience 
with a number of people f 
A. Quite a few. 
Q. When this girl came in the office, at first what was her 
general appearance? Did you notice her eyes and her general 
appearance? 
A.. We deal with so many people it would be quite hard to 
say. 
Q. Didn't you testify in Police Court? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Didn't you at that time say she appeared to be under 
the influence of narcotics T 
A. Yes, sir. Shaky I should say. 
Q. Did she stagger? 
A.. No, she did not. She had a wild look in her eyes. 
Q. Was that peculiar look the first thing you noticed? The 
only conv€rsation you had with her you said was 
page 19 ~ when Miss Jones came up to wait on her? Did she 
call your name? 
A.. No, sir. 
Q. Then you said to her, "I will be with you in a minute"t 
A. Yes, sir. She said, ''I will wait for you''. 
Q. There was no attempt to injure you? 
A. Not directly. , · 
Q. She had the gun 7 You said she had a handkerchief over 
it! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Well, now, take this gun out and show these gentlemen 
about how she did it. 
A. I should say like this (indicating). Not unfolded prob-
ably as much, with purse in one hand about here (indicating). 
Then it was gently brought back in that manner as far as 
I recall in that angle, I think (indicating). 
Q. About like this (indicating)? 
A. Over the edge. 
Q. You have a desk about this height (indicating) Y 
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A. Probably. Desk is lower than that counter (indicating). 
It comes lower than that. 
Q. So that there was never any direct pointing of the gun 
at youf 
A. Not directly. 
Q. Mrs. Cole, the thing that really alarmed you generally 
was her peculiar look Y 
page 20 ~ A. No, that did not alarm me. 
Q. Do you ever contact people under the influence 
of narcotics 7 
A. Yes, I should say. She was not staggering. There was 
only a wild look in her eyes I should say. 
Q. You didn't know the girl at allY 
A. I had never seen her before in my life. 
Q. She took her time and quietly walked out of the offi:ce 7 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. Not saying a word, threatening nobody, except she had 
this gun in this position (indicating) T She then took the 
money out of the drawer! Then she very quietly walked 
out of the place Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Making no attempt to hurt anyone at all f 
A. She just walked out. 
Mr. Davis: We are through. 
Mr. Arnold: You may come down. 
MISS JENNIE LEE JONES, 
sworn on behalf of the Commonwealth, testified as follows: 
Examined by Mr. Arnold: 
Q. State your name to the jury, please. 
A. Miss Jennie Loo Jones. 
Q. Miss Jones, I am afraid you will have to speak 
page 21 ~ louder. I don't believe these gentlemen can hear 
you. 
A. Miss Jennie Lee Jones. 
Q. You are employed where Y 
A. Western Union Telegraph Company in Norfolk, Va. 
Q. In what capacity? 
A. Bookkeeper. 
Q. Were you present in the office on the 27th day of August Y 
A. I was. · · 
Q. Miss Jones, I will have to ask you to speak louder. I 
cannot un~erstand you. 
Note: Thereupon the chair the witness was sitting in was 
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moved down directly in front of the jury in order that the 
witness' t-estimony could be heard by the jury and by the 
attorneys. 
Q. Will you look at the lady sitting at the desk there and 
see if you recall her coming in on that date Y 
.A.. Yes, sir, I do. 
Q. Tell the jury just what you saw take place. 
A. The girl came in the office. Mrs. Cole was busy waiting 
on another customer. I went to the counter and offered to 
wait on her. She motioned to ].~Irs. Cole and said she was 
waiting for her. I returned to my duties at the rear of the 
office at the Superintendent's desk. A few minutes later while 
I was talking on the telephone Mrs. Cole stepped passed me 
and said, '' Y e gods, this woman is going to shoot 
page 22 ~ me". I turned and saw the girl standing behind 
the counter with a white cloth on her hand and 
something in it. I asked the party on the 'phone to wait a 
minute. She turned, opened the drawer, then she opened the 
second drawer which contained the money. She took it and 
started out of the front door. I started after her. I met 
one of the employees and said, ''Someone went and took 
the money from our cash drawer". I saw her pass the side 
window. She went out the front door, went back past a side 
window. I went back through the rear of the office and out-
side the door, and with the assistance of a Railway Express 
man getting out of his car, secured the number of the car. 
When the officers came we gave them the number of the car 
and in about 15 or 20 minutes they asked for someone to 
come to the Police Station and identify lier. 
Q. Who went to the Station Y 
A. Mrs. Col-e. 
Q. You did not goY 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You told these gentlemen there was something in a white 
cloth. Did you see what that son1ething was Y 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Where was her handY 
A. She was holding her hand near her side about like this 
(indicating). 
Q. You could see something under the cloth, but 
page 23 ~ could not see the object yourself Y 
A. I did not look. l\1:rs. Cole said she was going 
to shoot her. I did not look at it. 
Q. Did you know how much money was in that drawer Y 
A. Mrs. Cole told me. 
Q. W a.s anyone else in the office at the time Y 
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A. Mr. Walton was in the rear of the office. 
Q. How far is that from the front where this transaction 
took place¥ 
A. About 20 or 25 feet I think. 
CROSS EXAl\tiiNATION. 
By Mr. Galt: . . 
Q. How long have you been working for the Western Union 
Company? 
A. Twenty-hvo years. 
Q. Did you notice anything peculiar about this young 
woman when she came in the store 7 
A. I noticed her eyes seemed a little starey. 
Q. Were you frightened in any way? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Where is this office located 7 
page 24 } A. 113 Main Street. 
Q. Who was actually in charge of the cash 
drawer at that timet 
A. Mrs. Cole. 
Q. Do you have anything to do with it' 
A. No, sir. 
Q. What is your connection there! 
A. Bookkeeper. · · 
Q. Do you wait on customers 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. When 1\Iiss 1\iaxwell came in you stood aside Y 
A. She asked, said she was waiting for Mrs. Cole. 
Q. Miss Jones, when Miss Maxwell left the office, she turned 
and walked out of the office on Main Street quietly? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Witho-qt any particular hurry? 
A. I should say she walked not in a particular hurry. 8he 
went out on Main Street, walked down Jackson Street south. 
I saw her pass the window. 
Q. What did you see her do next 7 
A. Riding away in a car. 
Q. What kind of a carT 
A. I really can't say. 
Q. Well, did you l1ear her start the car 7 
A. No, sir . 
. page 25 ~ Q. How was the car going, fast or gradually 
starting off like people usually start cars off? 
A. There was nothing unusual. 
Q. Which way was the car going then, do you remember? 
A. I judge south, the other direction. 
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Q. Did you watch it turn the corner! 
A. Ye·s, I did. 
Q. What way was it going then f 
A. It turned right. 
Q. Miss Maxwell had no one with herf 
A. I didn't see anyone. 
Q. In other words, she came in the store by herself and 
went out by herself. Nobody else was there? · 
A. I didn't see anybody. 
Q. If there had been anybody else you would have seen 
them? 
A. I only saw the back of the car, that is alL 
Member of the Jury: 
Q. Was the automobile parked on Jackson Street or one of 
the side streets? Where was the car parked? 
A. On the avenue by the Western Union office. I really do 
not know the name. 
Q. Between Main and the next street f 
A. Yes, sit. 
Mr. Arnold: 
Q. Was anyone else in the ca.r with her? 
Q. "\Vas anyone else in the car with her f 
page 26 t A. I didn't see anyone. 
"\V. E. SIVERTSON, 
sworn on behalf of the Common,vealth, testified as follows : 
Examined by 1\Ir. Arnold: 
Q. State your name to the jury, please. 
A. W. E. Sivertson. 
Q. What is· your occupation f 
A. Delivery clerk, Western Union Telegraph Company. 
Q. Were you on duty the 27th of la.st August? 
A. I was. 
Q. Do you recall the lady sitting there Y 
A. ·I do. I work in the rear of the office, and there is a 
rear door that faces Fayette Street, and about 15 minutes 
before this robbery occurred Miss Maxwell came in the rear 
door which is about two steps above the pavement. She came 
in the rear door, and the reason I noticed her theni it is un-
usual for anyone to use that door except the emp oyees. I 
noticed she had something white in her hand. I can't say 
what, just something 'vhite. As she came in the door-
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Mr. Davis: We object. 
pa.ge 27 ~ The Court:. Tell what you saw. 
A. (Continuing) .She-- turned a.nd went out. A few minutes 
later I went to the front of the office and was standing on 
the front curbing. 
Q. You were standing on the curbing¥ 
A. I was standing on the curbing. As I came back in she 
was going out. I passed her at the door, but I didn't notice 
anything unusual. When I got behind the counter I noticed 
Miss Jones and Mrs. Cole talking. Mrs. Cole-
Mr. Davis: We object. 
The Court: Go ahead. 
A. (Continuing) She said, "That woman is going to shoot 
me". I said, "For what?" She said, "There· she goes". I 
followed her through the first and second windows to get a 
good look at her. I noticed she was the same woman. Mrs. 
Cole said, '' She has a gun. , Don't go. '' 1\!Iiss Jones said, 
"Get a police officer". 
Mr. Davis: We object. 
The Court : Go ahead. 
A. (Contin11ing) I ran to the front door to see if I saw 
a.n officer. I saw a messenger boy, and I told him to go and 
get an . officer. 
Q. Did you see where this lady went f 
A. I saw her going down Fayette Street, going toward 
the water. When she pass·ed the second window, I didn't see 
her any more after that, after she· passed the second 
page '28 ~ window. 
The Court: 
Q. Is the office on the corner of Main and Fayett·e f 
A. Yes, sir. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Davis: 
Q. You made no attempt to talk to her? 
A. I didn't get close enough to talk to her. I passed her 
going out of the door. I didn't notice anything unusual. 
Q. You were not frightened, were you Y 
A. No. I can't say I was afraid. I don't lmow of any 
reason. I would not be afraid, not seeing what was going on. 
I only saw the woman going out of the office. When she passed 
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the window, th~ only reason I looked at her than was if they 
caught her I could identify her. 
Q. Did she have anything about her appearance that at-
tracted your attention Y 
A. She came to the back door. The reason I noticed her 
th~n was because it was unusual for anyone to use that door. 
I didn't notice anything unusual. I presumed she got the 
wrong door. 
page 29 } Q. Did you pay any attention to her eyes Y 
A. I can't say I did. 
Q. You saw her quietly strolling along? 
A. The window was between I and her. S'he was walking, 
I won't sa.y walking slowly. 
Q. Just like a normal person Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
The Court: 
Q. What is the name of the street that runs off Fayette 
Street toward the west between Main and WaterY What is 
the name of that street Y Never mind. 
Mr. Davis: 
Q. Where was her car parked, Mr. Sivertson~ On that side 
street Y You call that Jackson StreetY 
A. I can't say. I didn't see her car. 
Q. There is a little side street running north and south at 
the corner of the Western Union office Y 
A. Rear corner. 
Q. Was this car located right by the Western Union office 
on the side street Y 
A. I can't say. 
page· 30 ~ RE-DIRE.CT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Arnold : 
Q. Where is Jackson Street? 
A. Jackson Street, I think, is the second street over. 
Q. Does the second street run toward the water from Water 
StreetY Mrs. Cole said she thought so; then comes Jackson. 
A. Yes, sir. 
A.M. ALLEN, 
sworn on behalf of the Commonwealth, testified as follows: 
Examined by Mr. Arnold: 
Q. Your name, please, is Officer Allen of the Police De-
partment? 
A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Officer Allen, did you answer a call to the Western Union 
office on August 27th? 
. A. No, sir. Two call men went there 'phoned for in our 
office. 
Q. Two other men went there? You went where f 
A. I went to 216 West Freemason Street. 
Q. Who was with you? 
A. Officer Williams. 
Q. Did you see this young lady? Did you see 
page 31} her that day? 
· A. Yes, sir, at 216 West Freemason St. 
Q. Tell the jury what took place. 
A. I drove the car there. We pulled up in front of the 
house. We went in the back yard of the house to see if there 
was a car, Reo coupe, and that 'vas in a shed in the rear of 
the house. I felt of the radiator and it was hot. 
Q. You mean you found the automobile sitting in the shed? 
A. In the rear of 216 West Freemason S:t. A Reo coupe, 
license number 17 493. 
Q. What did yon do? 
A. We · started back towards· the house. Williams said, 
''You go the front''. I went the back and he went the f~ont, 
and then '"e walked in the hall together and found this lady 
and her mother in a room on the west side of the· house and 
the moth-er was crying. We talked to her for a minute· and 
asked her if she had a. car bearing this license number. She 
said she did, and ·we asked her who- used it last. The young 
lady spoke up and said, ''I did''. 
The Court: 
Q. Asked her what? 
A. We asked her who used the ca.r last. The young lady 
spoke up and said, "I did". We asked her where she went 
and she said, "To the Western Union on Main St." I said, 
"Williams, this is the woman we want". He said to her, 
. "Where is tha.t money?" She l;tesitated a minute, 
page 32 } and said, "There it is". We got the pocketbook 
and found the money in it all crumpled up in it. 
Mr. Arnold: _ 
- Q. What did she point at when she said, "There it is"? 
A. Pointed, I won't say whether it was on the bed when she 
said, ''There it is''. I won't say whether it was there or on 
a chair near the door. · 
Q. Who got the purse? 
A. She gave the purse to Officer Williams. 
Q. Who went in it 1 
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A. I drove the car. He brought the purse in his hands. 
Q. Office·r, you forget where you were. 
A. When I say I drove the car, I mean I couldn't have 
handled the purse. · 
Q. You said she was i~ the room, and you asked her where 
the money was, and she said, "There it is", and reached it 
to Offieer Williams. 
A. You asked me who brought it in. 
Q. I said who opened the purse? Who did it? 
A. I did at headquarters. It was already opened, it had 
not been closed. I didn't count the money until I got to 
the station. 
Q. Anything else said there¥ 
A. Williams asked if anybody else was with her. 
Q. Did you ask her anything? 
page 33 r A. Nothing at all. 
· Q. Answer Mr. Davis' questions. 
Mr. Davis: That's all. 
The Court: 
Q. Wait a minute. Yon counted the money at the station f 
How much_money was there? 
A. $72.00:. 
Q. Do you lmow ho·w that ·was represented? 
A. There were forty-two ones, four fives, and one tera. 
Q. $72.00 in allY 
A. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Arnold: 
Q. Officer, do you know anything about this gun (indicat-
ing) f 
Note : The gun and the $72.00 in currency had been taken 
from the pocketbook Mrs. Cole identified at the time she iden-
tified it, and had been laid on the table before the jury as evi-
dence in the case. 
A. Yes, sir. I got the gun out of the left-hand pocket of 
the coupe sitting in the back yard. I asked where the gun 
was and she said she didn't know. I looked in the car casually 
but failed to look in the pockets. Later she said, ''In the 
pocket of the car'~- I went back and got the gun. · 
Member of the Jury: 
Q. Officer, 'vas the gun loaded f 
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A. No, sir. 
Q. It 'vas not open? 
A. No, sir. 
W. J. WILLIAMS, 
sworn on behalf of the Commonwealth, testified as follows: 
Examined by Mr. Arnold: 
Q. You are Officer Williams? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You went with Officer Allen to some place on Freemason 
Street on report? 
A. 216 West Freemason Street, August 27th about 1 :10 
P.M. 
Q. The lady sitting there, was she there! 
A. She was in the front bed-room sitting by the side of her 
mother. We found the car with license number 17493 in the 
garage or shed in the rear of the house. The radiator was 
hot. Allen went in the back door and I went in the front. 
Q. The radiator was hot Y . 
A. Yes, sir. That indicated that the car had recently been 
run. I went inside and found Mrs. Maxwell and Vera in the 
front bed-room. I asked to see Mr. Maxwell and I was told 
that he wasn't there. I then asked for his wife. 
page 35 ~ I said, ''I want to speak to you a minute''. We 
went across the hall to the other room and Miss 
Maxwell followed us across to the other room. When we 
got there I asked 'vhose car· that was, and I asked who used 
it. She spoke up. She said she did. I asked where she. went. 
I asked for the money, where the money was, and she said, 
''In the purse in the bed-room''. I go to the bed-room and get 
the purse. It wasn't fastened, just laying down not closed. 
It was opened and the money in there 'vas all shoved down 
just like it was grabbed up. I asked her about the pistol. 
She said she didn't know what she had done with it. Later 
she said, "In the car". Allen went out to the car and came 
back with the pistol. We brought her to headquarters. We 
had some trouble getting her out of the house. Her mother 
told her to go, but we had to use a little force to take her 
out of the house. I sat in the back seat with her. When we 
were in the detective's office sitting at a desk just like this 
table here (indicating), and they were counting the money, 
she jumped up and grabbed the money, and we had to grab 
her and take the money out of her hands. 
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CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Galt: 
Q. What time of day was that, Officer? 
A. It was somewhere about 1:10 P. M. when 
pag~ 36 ~ the information was gotten. It took some time 
to look up the owner of the car, and we were there 
and back at the station house 'vith her before 1 :30. 
Q. Who was the owner of the carY 
~-A. It was issued to Mr. Maxwell, I forget the initials, 216 
West Freemason Street. 
Q. Was she drunk or sober? 
A. She had been drinking, I could smell whiskey on her 
breath. 
Q. That's all. 
The Court: 
Q. From the time you saw her at her home to the time she 
was at the station house, what did you observe about her 
to indicate as to whether or not she was in a rational state 
of mind? 
A. She had been drinking whiskey. We could smell whis-
key on her breath. I questioned her on the way to the station 
house with reference to the robbery, and if there was any-
body in it with her, and who proposed the robbery. She said, 
"If it had been a thousand in it, I wouldn't tell you. I had 
a reason,'' but she said she will never make the reason known. 
Naturally, when she got upstairs· she commenced to get hys-
terical. When we carried her to jail in the line-up she had 
gotten real. bad. 
Q. You have not answered my questions yet. 
page 37 } . What was her mental state from the time you sa'v 
her there until she got to the station house? 
A. She was rational at first, then she became hysterical. 
Mr. Galt: 
Q. When she got to jail, wasn't she wild and crazy Y 
A. When she got to jail she was right bad off, but she had 
been in custody then possibly an hour. · 
Q. Wasn't she so bad off that she practically tore all her 
clothes off? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Didn't they have to take her clothes off her to sober 
her up? -
A. I don't know anything about what happened over in j'ail. 
She was sent with mittimus to jail after she was put on the 
docket. 
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Q. Didn't she appear to be like an insane person? . 
A. She didn't appear to be right at the time, but she ap-
peared to 'be right when we first questioned her. 
Q. Then when she got down to jail, she appeared to be like 
a wild, insane person? 
A. When we carried her to jail she talked about all the in-
mates in jail. 
Q. She acted like an irrational person 7 
A. In jail. 
page 38 ~ The Court: · 
Q. Did you have any conversation with her at 
the house on Freemason Street? . · 
A. Very little. I asked her who drove the car, where the 
money was, and I asked about the pistol. She said, ''In the 
car". Then she was perfectly all right. 
Q. But it was perfectly obvious that she had been dririfr-
ingf 
A. No question about that. 
Mr. Galt: 
Q. Isn't it a fact that after she got to jail they couldn't 
take a photograph of her Y 
A. They tried but she just wouldn't sit in a chair. She 
kept getting up and walking around the floor. 
Q. Wasn't she so wild that they had to bring her back 
later for a photographY Didn't they have to bring her back 
the next morning? · 
A. After she was committed to jail I don't know what hap-
pened to her. · 
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Arnold: . 
Q. Officer, do you know what caused her to act that wayf 
·A. No, ·sir, I can't tell the cause of that. . 
page 39 ~ Q. You mean to say in answering the question 
that she was irrational? 
A. She was not out of her mind. 
Q. Do you know whether she was putting that act on or 
whether it was real? 
A. Well, possibly it could ha:ve been caused by excitement. 
I can't tell. 
Mr. Galt: 
Q. It could have been caused by wild drinking Y 
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A. It was not wild drinking. A person can work themselves 
up. 
Q. She appeared wild Y 
A. At times. 
The Court: 
Q. Officer, did she make any statement in your conversa-
tion with her as to whether or not she drove the car to and 
from the Western Union office Y 
A. She said she took the car and went to the Western 
Union on Main Street, and came back to the house. 
page 40 ~ Mr. Davis : 
Q. Will you Honor please give us about five 
minutes' recess T 
The Court: 
A. Yes. 
Note: At the expiration of a short recess the trial of the 
case continued. 
Same parties present as heretofore noted. 
MRS. KATY GRIE,FIN, 
sworn on behalf of the defendant, testified as follows: 
Examined by Mr. Davis: 
Q. Your name is Mrs. Griffin, is it not! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. ~Irs. l{aty Griffin f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You are the matron at the Norfolk City jail? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How many years have you been matron there f 
page 41} A. Twenty. 
Q. In the course of your duties as matron you 
frequently have to receive crazy people Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you hold them in confinement until they are com-
mitted to the State asylum Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
1 'Q .. On the date Miss Maxwell was arrested she was brought 
and put in your charge Y When she was brought up there, 
what was her general appearance Y 
Mr. Arnold:. I object to the question. The question of 
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her condition goes from the time of the offense and not after 
confinement in jail. 
Mr. Davis: We expect to link it up by showing her con-
dition from the maid in the house until then. I put Mrs. 
Griffin on first because she wants to get back to the jail. 
The Court : Her testimony should strictly be confined to 
the defendant's condition at the time of the commission of the 
crime, but her answer might aid the jury in determining what 
that condition was at that time. Objection overruled. 
Mr. Davis: 
Q. Go ahead, Mrs. Griffin. 
A. When I received her she was very wild and hard to 
handle, and after I lined my women up and Mrs. 
page 42 ~ Cole came in to identify Vera, she just raised her 
hand and said she was the one. She was carried 
back to headquarters. I called over at headquarters to re-
ceive her. She was carried back to jail with help. .She was 
very wild, and said she would kill herself. I went to the 
room that you put crazy people in and had to lock her up. 
Q. Mrs. Griffin, in handling insane people, is that the way 
you handle them 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Isn't that one of the indications of insanity, a person 
is liable to kill himself Y 
Mr. Arnold: I object to the question. 
Mr. Davis: S'he testified she has had 20 years' experience 
in all kinds of insanity before sending patients to Williams-
burg. 
The Court: Prevalence of insanity, which means nothing 
more than an unbalanced mind, would have to be determined 
by experts. It is proper that this witness tell what the ac-
cused did, and not whether she was insane at that time. 
Mr. Davis: 
Q. You said you were afraid she might destroy herself? 
A. Yes, sir. She said she was, so I put her so she could 
not hurt herself. · 
page 43 ~ Q. Wbat caused you to think she might destroy 
herself? Her actions Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you notice any difference in her eyes Y 
A. Yes, sir. She had a very wild look in her eyes. 
Q. What was there about her eyes to be in any way alarm-
ing? 
A. I smelled drink on her. She had been drinking and was 
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in a highly nervous condition, so I tried to protect her the 
best I could. 
Q. As a matter of fact,· she was so wild-
Mr. Arnold: · I object. Don't answer questions until the 
court ~ays so. 
The Court: Withdraw the question. 
Mr. Davis: 
Q. Did anything happ~n to her arms as a result of the 
frenzy you found her in Y 
Mr. Arnold: I object. I asked you not to answer ques-
tions until the Court says so. 
The· Court: What was the question Y 
Mr. Davis: I asked what condition her arms were in as a 
result of her frenzy. 
The Court: Unless the frenzy was in the presence of this 
witness, she can only tell what the condition was, and not 
how it was occasioned. 
page 44 ~ Mr. Davis : 
Q. Did she suffer those bruises in your presence f 
A. No, sir. ·. 
Q. What bruises did you se·e on her? 
A. From wrist to elbow was completely bruised. 
Q. You don 'tl know exactly how this came about Y 
A. No, sir. 
Q. In your handling of people suffering from insanity in 
the most violent form could you see any difference between 
their actions and her actions Y 
. Mr. Arnold: I object. 
The Court: What is the ground Y 
Mr. Arnold: On the ground that she was asked to distin-
guish the difference between this woman and people suffer-
ing from the violent form of insanity. Ask in a way not 
to express the opinion of an expert. 
Mr. Davis: 
Q. Did she struggle any? 
A. No, sir. . 
Q. You say you had to take all her_ clothing off her? 
A. Yes, sir. I was afraid she might destroy herself with 
her clothes or strangle herself. 
Q. All right. . 
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page 45 }- OROSS. EXAMINATION. 
Mr. Arnold: 
Q. You only did that because she said she was going to 
do itt 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That is all. 
MARY HARRELL, 
sworn on behalf of the defendant, testified as follows: 
Examined by Mr. Galt: 
Q. What is your name T 
A. Mary Harrell. 
Q. Where do you live, Mary! 
A. 811 Monticello Avenue. 
Q. How old are you Y 
A. Twenty-one. 
Q. Do you work at 216 West Freemason Street for Mrs. 
Maxwell! 
A. I do. 
page 46 }- Q. Do you remember the day Miss Maxwell got 
.into trouble? 
A. I do. 
Q. On the 27th day of August do you remember seeing her 
that morning? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you first see her around 6 :30, and did you notice 
whether or not she had been drinking whiskey and whether 
she was intoxicated or drunk Y 
A. I could smell whiskey. 
Q. When did you first notice it? 
A. Getting breakfast. 
Q. Did you notice her drinking later in the day Y 
A. Yes, sir. She took a drink. around 11 o "clock. 
Q. Did you see- what she drank that timeT 
A. I saw it. 
Q. What did it look like? 
A. It had a piJ1.kish color. I don't know exactly what it 
was. 
Q. Yon did not see it in a bottle 7 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You saw it in a glassY 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where? 
A. In the kitchen. 
Q. Did she drink all or part of it Y 
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A. All. 
page 47 } Q. How long a time did it take t 
A. Just about a second. 
Q. How much was there of it 1 
A. A water-glass full. 
Q. What did she then doT 
A. She went out of the room, then came back and she started 
acting peculiar in the kitchen. She begin to close the d'oor 
and pull down the windows. 
Q. Did you say anything about that Y 
A. I told her not to close the door because it was too hot 
and I couldn't stand it. She began to mumble to herself, 
then she reached over to the refrigerator and picked up the 
ice pick. I asked her what she was going to do. She re-
fused to answer and started toward me with the ice pick. 
She had a. peculiar look in her eyes. I asked her to give it 
to me and when she didn't, I took it because I was afraid 
of her. 
Q. .She didn't fight. 
A. No, sir. 
Q. What happened next? 
A. She set down in a chair and begin to mumble. I asked 
her what she was saying. I couldn't clearly understand. She 
left the kitchen and went to her bed-room. She came on 
back and begin smoking. She lit a cigarette, threw it on the 
floor, and got another. She lit it. 
page 48 r Q. What tim·e of day was that y 
A. Around 11 :30 then. 
Q. Then what happened 1 
A. She said she was going to dress and go out. 
Q. Did she do soY 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you see her come back? 
A. She came back in the kitchen before she went out~ 
Q. What did she do thenY 
A. She sit down in a chair and closed all the doors each 
tim·e she came in. 
Q. Then what did she doY 
· A. She sit down in a chair, begin talking again then. 
Q. Did she act like a normal person Y 
Mr. Arnold: I object to that question. 
The Court: Wait a minute. Tell what she did but not 
how she acted. 
Mr. Galt: 
Q. Did she act that way before t 
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A. She was cursing during the time, too. 
Q. She never acted that way before! 
A. ~o, sir. : 
Q. Did she ever indulge in cursing around the kitchen be-
fore? 
page 49 ~ A. No, sir. 
Q. What did she do after that Y 
A. Well, she said she was going out, then she went out of 
the kitchen. 
Q. How did she goY 
A. She slammed the door when she went out. 
Q. When did she return to the kitchen Y Did she return 
to the kitchen again that day? 
A. She returned. 
Q. What did she haveY 
A. She had her purse with her. 
Q. Did she have any more whiskey? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What kind Y 
A. ABC. 
Q. About how much Y 
A. Fifth of a quart. 
Q. What did she do Y 
A. She put it on the table. 
Q. Then whatY 
A. She went through the dining room into her mother's 
bed-room. 
Q. Did she come back to the kitchen Y 
A. She came back. 
page 50 t Q. What did she do with that liquor in the 
kitchen? 
A. Put it behind the staircase. 
Q. Did you see her drink any more Y 
Mr. Arnold: I object to the leading questions. 
The Court: Stop asking 1eading questions. 
Mr. Galt: 
Q. Did you see Miss Maxwell just before the officers arrested 
her? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What was her condition at that timet 
A. She seemed to be awful wild. 
Q. Answer Mr. Arnold's questions. 
Mr. Arnold: No questions. 
Mr. Galt: Stand aside. 
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page 51 r MIS'S VERA MAXWELL, 
the defendant, being duly sworn, testified as fol-
lows: · 
Examined by Mr. Davis: 
Q. Your name is Miss Vera Maxwell 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You live at 216 West Freemason Street f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long have you lived in the City of NorfolkY 
A. Four years. 
Q. Your parents, I believe, operate a very large rooming 
house· at 216 West Freemason Street? 
A. Yes, sir. About 20 rooms there. 
Q. You have been living there about four years! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where did you live prior to that timeT 
A. We moved from Clearwater, Florida, here. 
Q. Down in Clearwater, I believe, your father had been 
in some official position with the Western Union Company! 
Did you work down there also? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have you ever been in any kind of trouble before Y 
A. No, sir. 
Q. On th~ 27th day of August, that day on which you were 
arrested, what time did you get up that morning? 
A. About a quarter of six. 
page 52 r Q. When you got up what did you do? 
A. I put on my house dress and went into the 
kitchen to prepare breakfast. 
Q. Were you accustomed to helping your mother and father 
in the running of that large rooming house? Was· that your 
regular employment Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. State whether you did or did not take any intoxicating 
drink that morning? 
A. I took one! small drink about a quarter after six. 
Q. Then what happened? 
A. I just went about preparing breakfast in the kitchen. 
Q. After breakfast did you take any more? 
A. No more until later in the morning. 
Q. About what time Y 
A. About 11 o'clock. 
Q. What did you drink that timeT 
· A. I drank some whiskey I found upstairs in the back hall 
over the kitchen. ' 
Q. You found where Y 
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A. Upstairs in the hall over the kitchen. 
Q. What kind 7 Was it at the regular ABC or bootleg Y 
A. It was in a plain white bottle and was not AB.Q store 
whiskey. I don't know what kind it was. It didn't 
page ·53 ~ look like whiskey you buy. I smelled it and it 
smelled like whiskey. 
Q. Was it plain looking like water, or was it in any way 
coloredY 
A. It was colored. 
Q. How much of that kind of whiskey was in the bottle? 
A. There was just a little bit more than a half pint. 
Q. Well, did you drink that or not Y 
A. I got a glass and poured almost all of it in it and went 
downstairs and drank it and then went back and turned the 
bottle up and finished it. 
The Court: 
Q. That was a little bit more than a half pint Y Was it a 
little bit more than a half pint or more than a pint 7 Did I 
understands you to say it was a half pint bottle Y 
A. No, sir. It was a pint bottle. It was a little bit more 
than half full. 
Mr. Davis: 
Q. Did you drink all of that 7 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. How did that affect you, Miss Maxwell Y. 
A. It didn't affect me like whiskey usually affects me. It 
made me feel numb or like I was in a trance, or 
page 54 } something. I didn't get myself together at all. I 
didn't feel like I did 'vhen I drank whiskey be-
fore. 
Q. Will you tell these gentlemen what you know about thP 
Western Union? Did you go there then 7 
A. No, I didn't. I got in the car and decided after I drank 
the whiskey that I wanted more. I got up that morning 
with the intention of doing the laundry, and after breakfast 
and after cleaning up I 'vas tired, so I decided I was going 
and get some more to help me do this large wash I had to do 
that day. I got in the car and went to the ABC store f1nd 
bought a fifth of whiskey. I took that home, took it to the 
kitchen and asked Mary, the cook, if she wanted some. Sh~ 
said, "No". I turned it up and drank a big drink out of 
that. I drank a whole lot. 
Q. Then what did you doY 
A. Well, then I forgot all about the washing and work I 
had to do. I forgot all about it that day. I just got in 
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the automobile. I don't know where I was going, where I 
was headed for, or anything of the kind. I was just in a 
dazed condition. I didn't realize nothing. I didn't know 
right from wrong. I ha.d no conception of anything. Going 
on just dumb I suppose. · 
Q. No,v, Miss Maxwell, did you have any need 
page 55 ~ of money at allY 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Were you hard up in any 'vay¥ 
A. No, sir. 
Mr. Davis: I wish to introduce her savings book here if 
the Commonwealth does not object. 
Mr. Arnold: I told him he could not admit that book with-
out bringing a bookkeeper from the bank, and he, deliberately 
introduces it as evidence without the· man. · 
Mr. D'avis: I object to it. 
The Court : Why, if the balance sl1own in the book is a true 
reflection of the account, would it be necessary for an officer 
of the bank to verify itY It ha.s not yet been shown, however, 
what the balance in the bank 'vas, nor ·whether the balance 
as shown by the pass book is a true reflection of the balance 
on deposit, but the officer of the bank could show that. You 
had better bring him. 
Note: Thereupon an officer of the bank was sent for in 
order to verify the account. 
Mr. Davis: 
Q. Miss J\.Iaxwell, did you have any money on savings de-
posit at the bank at the time you were out Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Howmuch? 
A. I had several hundred dollars. I don't know just the 
exact amount. 
page 56 ~ Q. You had several hundred dollars in your own 
bank account Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. So you had no need of money¥ Did you have any reason 
at all, or desire, to do any harm to the· Western Union? 
A. None whatsoever. I had nothing against them whatso-
ever. I never had my feet in the office before- in my life. I 
had nothing at all against the Western Union or the em-
ployees. 
Q. Did you ever have any dealings with Mrs. Gole before Y 
A. No, sir. I never saw Mrs. Cole before. 
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CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Arnold: . 
Q. You testified and made the statement that you had a 
reason for taking that money from the Western Union. Didn't 
you make that statement Y 
A. I didn't know I made that statement until a day or two 
after. Mrs. Griffin showed me the paper in jail and I read 
that. I didn't know I made it. It was just a remark made 
like anyone would make out of their right mind. My brain 
was so poisoned I was at the point I was just insensible. I 
was capable of doing most anything. I wouldn't 
page 57 ~ have done anything I did in my right mind. 
Q. You had worked for the Western Union Tele-
graph Company prior to this occasion? 
.A.. Yes, sir. 
Q. And that was when you were employed at Clearwater, 
Florida Y In what capacity were you employed T 
A. I was bookkeeper and cashier, telephone clerk, delivery 
clerk and most anything in a small office. I was employed 
just to do whatever was needed to be done in there. 
Q. Bookkeeping and cashier, those two positions would con .. 
form to those positions of Mrs. ColeY 
A. I don't know. 
Q. I thought you heard the testimony. 
A. Yes, I suppose so, in a larger capacity. 
Q. That would give you information regarding the amount 
of money and how it was kept, who took it, and how the posi-
tion was occupied? · 
A. It was not an office of this size. I didn't know: anything 
about who held the position here or what they did with it or 
nothing. 
Q. You knew the Western Union carried money in their 
drawers? · 
A. I knew money was kept in drawers. That's where we 
kept it in the office at Clearwater. 
page 58 ~ Q. And you knew how much money was taken 
in in a town like Clearwater Y 
A. I never thought of it. I had never given it a th.ought. 
Q. Being in charge of it, you were bound to know how 
much money they took in. You handled the money, didn't 
you? 
A. Part, but I never give it any thought. Never had any 
reason to think how much money they had. . 
Q. Is Clearwater a town as large as Norfolk or smaller? 
A. Clearwater is about 15,000, and larger duties during t~e 
tourist season. 
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Q. You have been away from there now four years Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. The automobile that you drove on that day, what kind 
was itY· 
· A. A little Reo coupe. 
Q. Yon were with your mother when arrested f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And whereY 
A. At home. 
Q. Who else was with you and your mother Y 
A. No one was there that I know of except mother and my-
self. I suppose the cook was there, but I don't kno~. 
Q. Nobody in the room with you and your mother Y 
A. No, sir. 
page 59 ~ Q. And when the officers asked you about the 
money, didn't you frankly tell them ''In the pocket-
book"Y 
A. I don't know if I did. They said I did, but I don't have 
any recollection of it. I think I remember I sat on the bed 
by mother and she was crying. I didn't realize what I had 
done. · 
Q. You knew your mother was crying Y · 
A. I didn't know she was crying when the officers came. I 
remember being in there crying and her crying. 
Q. Now, the automobile, in driving to and from the Western 
Union, you didn't have anyone drive it for you, did you Y 
A. No, sir. 
Q. And your automobile was back in the shed stored behind 
the house? 
A. After I had been up townY Well, I suppose. It was 
the customary place for it. 
Q. Was it there when you first went up townY 
A. I don't remember where it wa.s. It was in the back 
yard somewhere, but I don't remember just where. 
Q. I mean when you :first 'vent up townY You went up 
town twice Y When you first went where was the automobile Y 
. . A. In the back yard parked there in the shecl. 
Q. Parked in the shed in the back yard Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
page 60 · ~ Q. Is that where you kept it Y Didn't you tell the 
· jury you went to an ABC storeY What store did 
you go to? 
A. I went to that one down there on Main Street. 
Q. There at Granby? 
.A~ Yes, sir. 
Q. Where is the Western Union Office Y 
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A. Located on Mairi Street, but I had not connected it with 
it when I bought the whiskey. 
Q. You know the Western Union Office is there close to th~ 
AB.C store? 
A. I know it now, but 1 hadn't given it any consideration. 
Q. You know it no,v, but didn't know it then 7 
A. I didn't connect it with my drinking. 
Q. You knew it was there 7 
A. Yes, sir, I knew the office was there. 
Q. Miss Maxwell, you also knew the Western Union Office 
is down on an end of Main Street, and that very few people 
are there except at times when boats go in and out Y 
A. I had never thought of that. 
Q. Where did you get the pistol Y 
A. I don't have the slightest idea 'vhere I got it. 
Q. You have no idea where it. came from at alU 
A. No, sir, I do not. 
Q. Well, ·you told the police officers it was in the 
page 61 r pocket of the automobile aft~r you used it? 
A. I don't know. I don't remember telling them 
that. 
· Q. You remember coming to headquarters with the police 
officers and counting the money 1 
A. No, sir, I don't remember. 
Q. You don't remember that? Mter you got over at the 
jail what was the trouble regarding your committing suicide Y · 
A. Well, I don't have any idea what took place when I 
was in jail. In police court I have just a kind of very vague 
feeling. I was just to the point of insanity or something 
that was not right at all. 
Q. And what did that have to do with your telling Mrs. 
Griffin you were going to commit suicide Y 
A. I couldn't ans-wer that. If I said that I must have just 
said it, just because of the condition my mind was in. 
Q. Had you ever been affected by insanity or mind trouble 
prior to this Y 
A. I was never affected in any way like that. I have been 
extremely nervous at times. I have something back there 
(indicating) back of my neck that gives me a great deal of 
trouble at times and when I get to feeling that way I get awful 
nervous. 
Q. Have you ever felt that way before in Norfolk Y 
A. No, sir. I never felt the way I did this morn-
page 62 r ing when I did this thing. . 
Q. Where were you when you had that feeling 
the last time before this occasion Y 
A. You mean this hurting in the back of my neck 7 
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Q. I mean the feeling that affected your mind T 
A. I never had that feeling before. That was my first ex-
perience. 
Q. And you are how oldY 
A. Twenty-four. 
Q. And according to your statement you were all right 
when you got up that morning? 
A. Yes, sir. I was all right 'vhen I got up that morning. 
It had been my custom to get breakfast in the morning. I 
would be right nervous sometimes and had been resorting 
to taking whiskey before my work at the house. It had 
never caused any wild feeling before or any numbness of 
my mind. 
Q. That morning when you got up, in your testimony you 
said around six o'clock¥ · 
A. Around a quarter of six. 
Q. And you said you felt all right? 
A. With the exception of feeling nervous, that's all. 
Q. With the exception of feeling nervous Y What caused 
you to feel nervous 7 
page 63 ~ A. It had just been my general condition for 
some time. 
Q. The whiskey that you drank, you said there was some-
thing in a pint bottle, and you got that from upstairs in the 
hallway? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Whose whiskey was it Y 
A. I have no idea. I presume it 'vas some that was left 
there by some roomer going away. 
Q. You drank it not knowing what it was Y 
A. I smelled it and it smelled like whiskey. I thought, 
''Well, I will just drink this'', so I did. 
Q. Then you had a feeling that you had never had beforeT 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. That whiskey affected you in a manner which whiskey 
never affected you before? Had you been drinking before¥ 
A. Yes, sir, some. A little at a time but not a whole lot, 
but some. 
Q. You had never had whiskey that made you feel like 
this on any other occasion Y 
A. Never made me have any numbness or made me feel 
like I was losing control of myself before. 
Q. What do you attribute it to? 
A. It must have had some kind of dope or something in it 
that went against my brain. That is all I can say. 
Q. So, your difficulty on this day you attribute to 
page 64 } something that must have been in the whiskey t 
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A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What time did you drink that? 
A. Well, I was fixing br~akfast, then cleaned up the house 
getting ready to wash. It was about a quarter after six after 
I finished breakfast. I finished helping clean up the house. 
I had gotten up to that time just one small drink of whiskey. 
Q. Where did you get that? 
A. I found a small bottle, I just took a small sip of that, 
though. 
Q. Did you notice anything wrong with it? 
A. I didn't take enough to affect me like this next drink 
I took. 
Q. How much did you take Y 
A. Just a little swallow this first time. When I finished 
breakfast and helping clean up the house I felt tired, so I 
thought, ''I will get that whiskey and drink it all". 
Q. What put it in your mind to drink it all 7 
A. I thought it would make me feel stronger for my day's 
work. 
Q. Had you finished your morning's work? 
A. I hadn't begun then. I had to get the dirty 
page 65 ~ linen off the beds. 
Q. You just said you drank it all to make you 
feel better? You drank the remainder of it at what timet 
A. I drank the remainder about 11 :15. 
Q. Then did you go back to your work? , 
A. No. About the time I finished drinking this bottle I 
began to lose all thought of my work, of what I had planned 
to carry my day's work through with. I wasn't thinking 
of my day's work then. 
Q. What were you thinking about then? 
A. The next thing I thought of, I thought, "I believe I 
want something more to drink". 
Q. What time was that Y 
A. About a quarter after 11, I imagine. 
Q. I thought you said you had just finished drinkin~. 
A. I said around 11 or 11 :15. 
Q. When did it come to your mind that you wanted some-
thing more to drink? 
A. Just a very few minutes after I finished drinking, I 
thought I 'vanted some more. 
Q. You felt all right then except you wanted some more Y 
A. No, I didn't feel all right then. I lost all control of 
myself. I forgot all about my work. 
Q. But you knew you wanted some more to 
pa.ge 66 r drink? 
A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Miss Maxwell, didn't you just make up your mind at 
that time that you would get some more liquor and get on a 
good drunkY 
A. No, sir. I had no excuse for getting on a drunk. I 
had no excuse and hadn't thought of getting on a drunk. 
Q. How much whiskey can you drink before getting on a 
drunk? 
A. It seems I can drink quite a lot. 
Q. When you went to get the fifth of a quart you knew what 
you were doing? 
A. Well, I knew I was going out, but I didn't have any 
control of myself, of course. 
Q. Your mind was functioning properly, wasn't itY 
A. No, sir. It \Vas functioning improperly. 
· Q. Tell us what you mean by ''Improperly". 
A. Well, the fact that I wanted more whiskey and was going 
out. to get more whiskey, knowing· that I had already drank all 
this other, and that I had lost all thought of what I had to 
do for the day, just lost control of what I was doing. I had· 
forgotten all about it. I hadn't thought about it at all. 
Q. You finally determined you would go and get some more 
whiskey? You were thinking all that time you would go get 
some more whiskey? ~ 
page 67 ~ . A. No, sir. I was just thinking I would go and 
get some more whiskey, and that fact proves that 
this first I drank had put me-had got my mind to working 
irrationally or something that was not normal, or I would 
have known I could not drink any more whiskey. -
Q. How would it have proved it to you Y 
A. It would have if I had been like I am now. 
Q. Anyway, you didn't walk out to get any more whiskey Y 
A. I went in the car. . 
Q. You went around to the bank where your car was and 
ran your car down to Granby and Main Street and you parked 
it down there Y · 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you got out and went to the ABC store and bought 
the whiskey? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you said you bought a. fifth of· a quart then Y You 
knew what you. were doing then, didn't you Y 
A. I did to a certain extent. # 
Q. You paid for what you bought? 
A. I don't exactly remember all that I did. I bought the· 
whiskey. 
Q. When you got the fifth of a quart, you went back to the 
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automobile and carried your :fifth of a quart home f 
page 68 ~ Where did you go f 
.A. I went home. 
Q. Where was your automobile? 
.A. I don't lmow where it was parked. 
Q. You don't know where your automobile was and you 
were going back homeY 
.A. No, sir. I don't know where it was or how I came to 
find it. 
Q. You just accidentally got your own carY 
A. I must have. 
Q. When you got home, your car, according to the officers, 
was in the back she~ parked and the radiator was hot~ I 
believe you said you put it back there Y 
A. Yes, sir, in the back yard. . 
Q. Did anybody put it back there except you Y 
A. No, not that I know of. 
Q. You drove back home and parked in the ordinary shed 
or garage? 
A. I parked it back there somewhere, but I don't know 
where. 
Q. Do you remember that? 
A. I don't remember parking. 
Q. I think you told the jury after you went in the house 
after you got the fifth of a quart, that when you went in you 
made a certain remark or said something about a. fifth of a 
quart? 
page 69 ~ .A. I don't recall making any remark about it. 
Q. Who did you see Y 
A. I saw the cook. 
Q. :Qidn 't you tell the jury that you asked the cook if she 
wanted a drink of that Y 
A. Yes, sir, that is right. 
Q. You must have remembered that. If you told her you 
must have remembered. So, 1\tiiss Maxwell, you must have re-
membered what you were doing? 
A. I suppose I did. 
Mr. Davis: 
Q. Have you ever been charged with any other offense in 
your life? 
A. No, sir, none. 
Member of the Jury: 
Q. Miss Maxwell, do you drink r.egularlyf 
A. Not regularly, but I hav·e been drinking quite a lot. 
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Q. Do you usually take a glass full of whiskey or spirits 
when you take a drink? 
A. I usually take just a little drink before I start fixing 
breakfast. 
Q. But you did say yon took about a glass full, and you 
took a little drink earlier that morning, and a .pint 
page 70 r holds about two water glasses¥ 
A. I don't know. 
Q. Yon do know that a pint of milk will fill two. water 
glasses, and yon drank a whole glass of it about 11 o'clock Y 
A. I don't think I drank all of it. 
Q .. You said yon drank all of it in the bottle. Is that soY 
Is that the size of drink you usually tal{e Y 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Why should you have done it on this particular morning! 
A. I just realized I had so much work to do that day that 
I thought I would drink it. 
Q. Do you find drinking a full glass of whiskey h~lps you 
to do your work? You must have had some experience to 
help you. That always helped you to do your work? You 
bought some whiskey down at the ABC store. You said a 
fifth of a quart, or was it a fifth of a gallon¥ 
A. Quart. 
Q. What size bottle is that? 
A. One of those bottles, fifth of a quart, dollar bottles. 
The Court: 
Q: Wbat was the price of it 1 
A. One dollar. 
Q. Then it was a fifth of a gallon. Now, over what period 
of time did it take you to dispose of the glass full 
page 71 ~ of 'vhiskey? You didn't take it all down at one 
time? 
A. Yes, I did. This first whiskey I had I drank most all 
of it that was in the glass the second drink I took. 
Q. You mean you didn't put any water in it at all T You 
mean to say you took the entire contents in the glass in one 
swallow? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Davis : Come do-wll., Miss Maxwell. 
The Court: 
Q. Did you drink it all without moving your lips from the 
glass? Of course, I know it would be an impossibility to drink 
a glass full of whiskey in one swallow. 
A. Yes, sir.. · 
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page 72 ~ DR~ GEORGE T. MYERS, 
lows: 
sworn on behalf of the defendant, testified as fol-
Examined by Mr. Galt: 
Q. Doctor, your name is George T. Myers? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What is your profession Y 
A. Practicing medicine. 
Q. How long have you been practicing medicine 1 
A. Thirty-thre.e- years. 
Q. How long in the City of Norfolk! 
A. Twenty-five years. 
Q. What has been your experience with people suffering 
from mental trouble and from intoxication Y • 
A. Quite a. good deal. 
Q. Were you ever on an insanity commission in the City 
of Norfolk at the city jail Y 
A. Hundreds of them. 
Q. Through what period of years have you been sitting on 
these commissions? 
A. From the time I came here to practice up until the 
present time. 
Q. Are you qualified to sit on commissions to examine 
insane people? 
A. I consider myself so. 
page 73 ~ Q. You have heard the testimony of Miss Max-
well and Mrs. Griffin, I believe, and Mary, the 
colored girl. Will you state to the Court whether the ex-
planation given by Miss Maxwell is a- result of drinking a 
large ·quantity of whiskey? From your experience, having 
heard the testimony, Doctor, of }riiss Maxwell and Mrs. Grif-
fin and ~fary Howell, showing the condition of Miss Maxwell 
and her explanation of what occurred, and what her recol-
lection and condition was during the time of day when this 
trouble occurred, do you say from your experience and from 
your understanding of medicine, that that was a reasonable 
explanation of what occurred T 
A. I do. 
Q. What is the technical name of such a condition Y 
A. Well, it is called an alcoholic trance or automatism. 
Q. Generally speaking, what usually causes that condition? 
A. Alcohol. 
Q. Drinking how much is necessary to cause that Y 
A. A few drinks may do it, or an inebriate may suffer from 
the symptoms. 
Q. When peop\e are in an alcoholic trance, Doctor, has it 
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been your understanding that they are capable of committing 
offenses .or crimes without having any knowledge or subse-
quent memory of them? 
page 74 ~ A. They may have disassociation of conscience 
and forgetfulness of the whole transaction. 
Q. You mean. the body of the person goes ahead and does 
things? · 
A. Absolutely, like a machine. 
Q. Under such circumstances, Doctor, would such a per-
son know the difference between right and wrong of the acts 
they do? 
A. At that pa.rticular time they may never recall it. 
Q; And have no knowledge of it thereafter! 
A. Absolutely. They may commit murder or larceny or 
theft and never know anything about it. 
Q. You have had 33 years' experience as a doctor. Have 
you seen similar experiences Y 
A. I have seen men in that condition that knew nothing at 
all about what happened later. You take the case a short 
time ago here where a sailor said he threw a man ov-erboard 
and knew nothing about it at all. He was suffering from the 
same condition that this girl was suffering from. I have 
had people tell me that they committed murder, shot people, . 
and ·kne·w nothing of it, and couldn't recall anything that 
occurred at all. Doctor Alexander Lambert calls that aii 
alcoholic trance. 
Q. Who is Dr. LambertY 
A. He is one of the greatest authorities on the 
page 75 ~ subject in the country. He is Professor of Clinical 
Medicine at Cornell University Medical School, 
Chief Clinician of the clinic at. Bellevue Hospital, Graduate 
of Columbia University College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
and a specialist in internal medicine. 
Q. How many intoxicated pass through that hospital Y 
A. I should say it is the largest hospital in this country 
and probably one of the largest i:q the world. 
Q. Upon the evidence of the witness you heard, would you 
say whether or not, in your mind, Vera Maxwell was at the 
time of this trouble in such a condition from an alcoholic 
trance that ·she was in the condition that she did not know 
right from wrongY 
A. I went to s·ee her twice. I went into her condition care-
fully, and I would say at the time she did not know the dif-
ference between right and wrong. She was suffering from an 
alcoholic trance. · 
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CROSS' EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Arnold: 
Q. An alcoholic trance is caused just by what? 
A. It is not new at all in text books. 
page 76 ~ Q. I mean the condition of people. Is it some-
thing new in your text books? When did you ever 
before this have an occasion to refer to an alcoholic trance 7 
A. Well, I never had an occasion to testify, bu:t in an alco-
holic trance a man can pass out completely. I have plenty 
of friends tha.t have passed out completely and did not know 
wha.t happened the night I was with them, and have been right 
on their feet, which should have been very vivid to them. 
Q. If a person does not recall what happened after they 
regain normalcy, that does not mean that they do not know 
what they are doing when they do it1 
A. My interpretation in medicine is that they do not re.: 
call it. I should say they do not. This girl does not recall 
anything about it. She testified the same on the stand as 
in jail on two other times. 
Q. It can't be faked, can it? 
A. My experience-
Q. I didn't ask you that. I didn't ask you that question. 
A. I believe she could have .forgotten it. 
Q. I didn't ask you about her at all. 
A. That is the direct thing I am testifying about 
Q. I a.sked you if, according to your statement, a person: 
'vho had been in a drunken condition subsequently 
page 77 } did not recall it, if it was a conclusive rule that 
they did not know what they were doing at the 
present time? 
A. If I don't kno'v what I have done, I would say I didn't 
lmo'v anything about it. 
Q. At the time following you did it? 
A. I don't believe at the time or after the time she knew 
what she did. 
Q. What rule do you predicate that on? 
A. From my individual experience and acquaintance 'vith 
friends and patients, even if I had never read anything about a . 
Q. Your rule is, we are talking about an alcoholic trance, 
I want to kno'v if you estabHsh this rule that if a person 
doesn't rem·ember wh_at they did, they have absolutely no 
knowledge at tl1e time of what they are doing? 
A; I don't see how any legal statutes could interpret it 
any other way. 
Q. You mean a man on a Saturday night could drink to the 
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extent that he was in a condition of what you term an alco-
holic trance, and that he goes along and does a certain act 
covering a period of time of an hour or more, and that the 
following Wednesday or Thursday after he had become nor-
mal, if you asked him, ''Why did you do a certain 
page 78 ~ thing you did on Saturday night", he would say 
to you, ''I don't remember'', 'vould you say that 
that ·was conclusive evidence that on Saturday night he didn't 
know 'vhat he was doing' 
A. I am not a student of occult science. I would have to 
take his word for it. If he didn't remember anything about 
it, I don't s-ee how he could know anything about it. I have 
seen men a.t the University of Virginia sit down and write 
wonderful articles while under the influence of alcohol and 
yet not know anything about it later. 
Q. You have repeatedly s·een alcoholics, and don't you 
know, Doctor, it is true that a.fter a person drinks for a cer-
tain length of tim-e and then sobers up that he will tell you, 
''I don't remember what I did during that period''? 
A. I have h-eard a number of people say that. 
Q. Do you believe that? · 
A. They had no reason to say they didn't know. That is 
the only thing I can base my statement on and no other reason. 
Q. That is not a rule laid down in this book is it (indi-
cating)? 
A. Well, now that book is written by Dr. Lambert and he 
is one of the outstanding doctors in this country. He says, 
from his experience as Professor of Medicine at Cornell 
University J\lfedical School, as Chief Clinician of 
page 79 ~ the clinic at Bellevue Hospital, as a. specialist in 
internal medicine, and as a man with an inter-
national reputation, that he believes it. 
Q. That that's predicated on fact and cannot be faked T 
And didn't you just say that 'vhen a person tells you that they 
don't remember, that you believe they tell the truth, and 
that you base your opinion on your own experience? I am 
asking you for the rule. From your experien~e as a pro-
fessional man, qualified, do you believe it possible for a man 
to get drunk and know exactly what he does while in this 
drunken condition, and a week after that when he comes back 
to normalcy he could truthfully say, ''I don't know what I 
did"? 
A. He might say he didn't know anything or remember any-
thing at that time. 
Q. You didn't hear my question. If a man starts drinking 
and gets in a good drunken condition and he goes and does 
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a certain thing, would you say that he positively at that time 
did not know what he was doing? 
A. It is a debatable question as to when a man is drunk 
and when he is not drunk, and until you bring in all the symp-
toms of the case, you cannot say. 
Q. I didn't ask you that. I said if a man absolutely was 
drunk. Wha.t do you mean by being drunk Y Do you meb.n 
that when a man is drinking that he doesn't know 
page 80 } what he is doing, or he gets drunk and does things 
and knows what he is doing¥ · 
A. Some do and some do not. 
Q. If he continued to drink for a week longer, and then 
went into a stage of recuperating, aft.er he became normal, 
don't you believe he could say to you, ''I don't remember 
doing tha.t", and that he would mean, ''I don't now remem-
ber doing that, my memory is that I don't recall it'' Y Don't 
you think it is true that he could have known when he' did 
it¥ 
A. Not if he tells me he didn't remember. 
Q. Now that you and I are. together, do you believ.e because 
he does not remember that he establishes the fact that he 
did not know at the time Y 
A. He may have had aberration of the subconscious mind, 
and, therefore, he did not kno·w aetually what transpired. 
Q. You believe that a man can have aberration of the mind . 
and so become a lunatic and not know what he is doingY 
A. Certainly. Perfectly lucid at intervals, and have hallu-
cinations and not lmow anything about it. It is perfectly 
normal. 
Q. Don't you believe a man can fake insanity? 
A. There are hundreds who have done it, but I have never 
sat on a lunacy commission when I believe one faked me .. 
Q. I said you have known cases where people 
page 81 ~ faked insanity? 
A. I have been on lunacy commissions, hundreds 
of them, and I don't believe they have faked me. 
Q. You have heard doctors testify. Well, now, don't you 
believe a person can fake an alcoholic trance? 
A. I don't believe after you make a painstaking investi-
gation of that particular case, I mean in any particular case, 
after you have investigated and viewed whoever it may be, 
and collate all symptoms demonstrated, then you make your 
own deductions, I don't believe they can fake you. This 
girl was questioned by me on August 28, and she said the 
same thing here on the stand that she did in jail. Here on 
the stand today in all the questions propounded to her she 
tells the same story I have written in my pocket. I don't 
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believe the girl was accountable from a medical standpoint 
when she committed the act she is accused of. I don't be-
lieve in a normal state she would have done it. I don't be-
lieve she was conscious. 
Q. You have never known people who have taken alcohol 
in order to bring them up to a state where they could do 
thmgsV 
A. Yon asked her about the automobile. Yon asked if she 
didn't remember about it and she said she did not. That 
is perfectly normal in an alcoholic trance. Perfectly. She 
could perform, if in an ordinary occupation or work, per-
fectly like a machine and would not be cognizant of what she 
was doing at the time. Her mind 'vas not conscious 
page 82 ~ at that time. From my own observation and my 
own humble opinion, this girl did not kno'v what 
she was doing. She was suffering from an aberration of the 
mind. 
Q. But that is your opinion and not a genuine rule 1 You 
believe a person can fake insanity, but could not fake an 
alcoholic. trance' 
A. I believe they could fake both. 
Q. Then take into consideration human nature. That girl 
is 24 years of age. Don't you believe that a person of her 
age could fake both 7 
A. Not at all times. 
Q. Yon have been misled by them yourself Y 
A. Only _until they had been given close observation. I 
have never testified about one in this court. 
Q. But yon have been in doubt many times. 
A. I would not give an answer in any case if I was not 
thoroughly convinced in my own opinion, but in this case 
I am going to answer in the affirmative because I know. 
Q. Then your belief is that you know? 
A. I am perfectly positive in this case. I have good grounds 
to stand on, that my opinion is sound. 
Q. Yon would not say that another doctor was not sincere V 
A. I would not doubt his word. 
page 83 ~ r:rhe Court : 
Q. Do I understand you to say that it is your 
opinion that one could go to the garage, take the car out of 
the garage and drive down Boush Street through the con-
gested section of Norfolk, park it, go to the ABC store and 
buy a bottle of whiskey, pay for it, and that the same per-
son could come back, get in the car and drive home without 
knowing what he or she was doing Y 
A. That is mr opinion. 
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Mr. Arnold: 
Q. Alcohol has certain effects on the human system. Does 
it ever deaden 7 
· A. Some people are exhilarated, some are very morose, 
and some pe<)ple it makes numb. I have seen alcohol affect 
people differently at different stages. 
Q. How long a time does it last with some people~ 
A. I have seen some people, before prohibition, go into a 
bar and sit there for three or four hours. I have seen others 
come in there already exhilarated. 
Q. But, regardless of exhilaration, it will deaden a per-
son if he continues to drink Y Then if they continue to drink 
alcohol doesn't it deaden their mind 1 
A. It depends upon the years a person has been drinking. 
Q. Don't you think the first drink that lady (indicating) 
had, exhilarated her? 
A. Some time later. 
Q. Now, if she drank as she said she drank, th~n 
page 84 ~ that was deadening? · 
· A. That depends upon how much she drank. I 
have a friend in the City of Norfolk that I have seen hun-
dreds of times take a drink and put no water in it and drink 
it doWn, and he did that for ten or hvelve years, and he went 
along and attended to business. . 
Q. But if he did that a half dozen times it 'vould deaden 
him Y If he drinks enough it is bound to deaden him, isn't 
it? 
A. That question depends entirely upon the individual. 
Q. Doctor, doesn't your medical book tell you that alcohol 
has a deadening effect so far as drinking it concerned? 
A. Dr. Alexander Lambert says it is one of the greatest 
stimulants. Som·e say not. Some say it benumbs the sensi-
bilities. 
Q. It is a great stimulant to the heartY 
A. It depends upon the condition. 
Q. But it tends to numb and deaden? Isn •t that theory 
upheld by some of the biggest doctors in this count.t.·y Y 
A. With some it abolishes everything, with others it does 
not, and some of the greatest minds in this country believe 
that. 
Q. After drinking more, what happens? 
A. After a certain amount of stimulation, then after a 
certain length of time there is a reflex action. 
Q. And alcohol deadens? 
page 85 ~ A. No, I am not saying that. With some it does 
and with some it does not. It depends on the iri-
dividual and the extent of time he has been drinking. 
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Q. Did you exa~ine this girl the day she was arrested f 
A. The next day. 
Q~ What time, Doctor? 
A. About 1 :15. I stayed there with her until after 3 o'clock. 
Then I examined her the next day and I stayed with her 
quite a while. 
Q. And the necessity of your staying with her. What was 
it occasioned by? 
A. I was asked to see her professionally. I was asked 
and paid to see her. 
Q. What caused your prolonged visit? 
A. So I could be thoroughly confident in court that I could 
express a.n intelligent opinion and that she was not mislead-
ing me. 
Q. And you saw her on how ma.ny occasions 1 
A. On the 28th and 29th. 
Q. Is she an alcoholic? 
A .. No, I would say not I would say she was suffering 
at the time with a temporary absence of mind, or an alco-
holic trance, or automatism, by the indulgence of alcohol. 
Q. You have not examined her since the second day over in 
jail? 
A. I have not examined her since the 29t1i. 
page 86 r Q. At that time her condition, you say, was alco-
holic then? You say she· is not an alcoholic? 
A. From my examination, I would say she is not an 
inebriate. I would classify her as being in an alcoholic trance. 
You don't have to be an· inebriate. 
Q. I don't unde~sta.nd what you mean? 
A. I mean I would not classify her as an inebriate, but as 
one who is an imbiber of alcohol occasionally. With her men-
tality upset as it was, I would classify her as a person who 
a.t times takes a few drinks of alcohol. 
Q. Did you hear the statement of her condition in jail that 
second and third day she was there Y 
A. I-saw her. She could have had dilated pupils and de-
lirium. 
Q. That would show what? 
A. The influence of alcohol. 
Q. Your examination of her that day showed what Y 
A. I examined her the first day and she was not suffer-
wg any from alcohol. She was depressed; she was not ex-
hilarated at all. I examined her on the 28th and 29th and 
found the same condition these two days. 
Q. The day before she was in an alcoholic trance and she 
could have been free from it the next dayY 
A. Yes. Harry 1{. Thaw killed Stanford White one night 
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September 20, 1934. 
Court was resumed at the expiration of the recess. 
Present:. Same parties as before. 
THEODORE· HINNANT, 
sworn on behalf of the defendant, testified as follows: 
Examined by Mr. Davis: 
Q. Will you state your name to the jury, pleaseY 
A. Theodore Hinnant. 
Q. Where do you live Y 
A. Norfolk, Virginia, Fairfax A venue. 
- Q. Do you know this young lady sitting here (indicating) Y 
A. Yes, sir. ·· . · 
Q. How long have you known her Y 
A. Fifteen months. 
Q. Do yon know her general reputation for truth and 
veracity? 
A. It is good. 
Q. Do you Imow her reputation for honesty and peaceful-
ness? 
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Q. Stand aside. 
THOMAS POLLARD, 
sworn ori behalf of the defendant, testified as follows: 
Examined by Mr. Galt: 
Q. Will you state your name, please Y 
A. Thomas Pollard. · 
Q. Where do y011 live? 
A. Oeean Vie,v. · 
Q. What is your occupation? 
A. I am not doing anything at present. 
Q. Unemployed at this time Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know this young lady, Miss Vera Maxwell Y 
.A. Yes, sir. · · 
Q. Do you know her reputation for truth and veracityY 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Tell the jury what it is. 
A. She has a very good character. 
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Q. Do you know her reputation as a law abiding citizen 7 
A. She is a very quiet lady-like young lady. 
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DR. THOMAS A. S.MOOT, 
sworn on behalf of the defendant, testified as follows: 
Examined by Mr. Davis: 
Q. You are the Rev. Dr. Thomas A. SmootT 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Yon are the pastor of a Methodist Church 7 
A. Epworth. 
Q. Do you know this young lady sitting here (indicating)·? 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. How longY 
A. She came to our church with her parents four years 
ago, pres·ented a letter, and was received into the church. 
Q. What do you mean by a letter 7 
A. It is a certificate in our church which brings with it 
the certification of good standing in the church from which 
you come. 
Mr. Arnold: I object to this testimony. It is a question 
of character testimony, and the rules of evidence are plainly 
laid down. 
The Court: The question was, ''Does he know her general 
reputation for truth and veracity", and he gives 
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think that is proper. 
Mr. Arnold: I understood him to say that the certificate 
brought carried with it certain information. 
The Court: 
Q. I understand, Doctor, that the certificate shows that 
she was a woman of good character in the community where 
she lived? -
A. It means she was a member of the church in good stand-
ing where she lived. 
Mr. Davis: 
Q. What is the general reputation of this young lady 7 
A. Good, so far as I know. 
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MRS. G. A. MAXWELL, 
sworn on behalf of the defendant, testified as follows : 
Examined by Mr. Davis: 
Q. Your name is Mrs. Maxwell and you live at 216 West 
Freemason St., this city, and this is your daughter and only 
child ( 4ldicating) T 
A. Yes, sir. 
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fulness and veracity? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. She has never been in any trouble before? What is 
her general reputation? 
A. Well, she is a domestic girl and a good girl at home. 
She never gave me any trouble before in her life. 
Q. Did she have any financial worries, Mrs. Maxwell Y 
A. No, sir. She seemed perfectly happy at home with us. 
She seemed to be perfectly happy at home. She was a home 
girl. 
. Q. Stand aside, Mrs. Maxwell. 
Mr. Arnold: No questions. 
EUGENE BURRUSS, 
Sworn on behalf of the defendants, testified as follows: 
Examined by Mr. Galt: 
Q. Will you state your name, please? 
. A. Eugene Burruss. 
Q. Do you know Miss Vera Maxwell Y 
A. I have been knowing Miss Maxwell about four years. I 
am the rental agent for the house they live in, and, as far 
as I know, she. has been a very industrious girl. I 
page 94 } know her reputation to be very good and that of 
t~fumil~ _ 
Q. That's all. 
Mr. Davis : We rest, if Your Honor pleases. 
The foregoing testimony of the Com~onwealth and of the 
defendant is all of the evidence that was introduced on the 
trial of the case. 
Teste: this 28th day of November, 1934. 
A True Copy-Teste: 
. . 
JAMES W. GOODE, Judge. 
JAMES W. GOODE, 
Judge of said Court. 
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In the Clerk's Offiee of the Corporation ·Court of the City 
of Norfolk, Number Two, on the 28th day of November, 1934. 
I, W. L. Prieur, Jr., Clerk of the said Corporation Court 
of the City of Norfolk, Number Two, do hereby certify that 
the foregoing and annexed is a true transcript of the record 
in the suit of the Commonwealth against iV era Maxwell, lately 
pending in said Court. 
I further certify that the said copy was not made up and 
completed until the Attorney for the Commonwealth had had 
due notice of the making of the same and the intention of 
the defendant to take an appeal therein. 
Given under my hand this 28th day of November, 1934. 
W. L. PRIEUR, JR., Clerk. 
Fee for this record: $12.50. 
A. Copy-Teste: 
M. B. W A.TTS, C. C. 
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